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INTRODUCTION. 



ijK)ME apology is certainly due to the 
Public for this appeal to them, which 
would not. have been made^ hadnbtiny 
own and my brother's Trial been put an 
end to previously to our entering upon 
our Defence j in the course of which, I 
have no hesitation in saying, that we 
should have been: enabled to v prove that 
the appearance of force, which was made 
use of to conceal Mrs. Lee's wishes and 
intentions from her servants, was the. con* 
sequence of a previous arrangement, be* 
tween Mrs. Lee aiyi myself fpr [her elppe* 
ihen>t;.< and.hald not thp ;evide«c^ givea 
upon my own jslvA' my brother's J!r»l 
been misrepresented in. a variety of publi* 
catioQSr ,. . /;_» 
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11. INTRODUCTION. 

.,Unacquaiated with the rules of compp^ 

sition, and uninstructed in the art of 
making the *' worse appear the better 
reason/* I humbly submit to an enlightened 
and liBerat Pubirc, aii ac^qrat?! ^atemenl 
of the whole of my brother's and my own 
conduct towards Mrs. Lee, from the re- 
newal of our acquaintance with her, in 
December last ; together with an impartial 
account of our Trial, which has been 
copied from notes taken by my l^rother 
LodkhsiXt in Court. 

;^ It is hot my intention to/attempt a Yim 
dicatiqnof my own or my.brother'£ con* 
duct; but merely tb assert, and I trust that 
I shall be enabled to prove to the Public^, 
that we have be^n the dupes of an artful 
jundrtreachj^rous' woman r who/in Her tarn# 
liM i>6eit compiled to serve the interested, 
knd mercen&iy purposes. of others; 
' Mrs. Lee (ih6n Miss Dashwood) resided 
iu^' ihy- inother's house in Kensington 
8(^Fe; ' dutring the gteater part of the 
y^afil ff^'^itA ^^d, -ddd was the only 
ybti«ig peirson I at that time ui^r Mrs; 
Cordpn's protection. Lockhart and my« 
self were then, at different school&t ^d 
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\ INTRODl/CTIONi IIU 

during the holydays we lived upon terms 
of the greatest familiarity with Mrs. Lee. 
No intercourse took place between Miss 
Dash wood and Mrs. Gordon after she 
left my mother, owing probably to Miss 
Dashwood*s living, in the house with her 
mother. - 

At the age of fourteen I was admitted a; 
Cadet at the Royal Military Academy, at 
Woolwich, and obtained a Commission in 
the Artillery when sixteen years old. In 

> 1 797 I went to Martinique ; in February^ 

1 798, 1 was compelled to return to Europe 
by iU health : in the the month of June 
following, I returned to the West Indies^ 

3 andYemained there until July, 1803, when^ 
having been superseded in the Army for 
having taken the benefit of an Act for the 
further relief of insolvent debtors^, I ^rc-* 
turned to England and arrived at Liverpool 
on the i9tb of October last; soon after 
which I went to London, and on myr 
brother's return to Town, lodged with 
him for some time in the house where he 
had lived more than two years- The usoial 
enquiries after former acquaintancet in^ 
duced me to ask Lockhart if he kneW 
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IV, INTRODUCTION. 

what^ was become of Miss Dashvood^ 
Lockhart said that he believed she had 
married, was separated, and lived at 
Woodford, A bilious complaint occa- 
sioned my calling upon Mr. Blackett, on 
the 2nd of December, 1 803, who had for 
many years attended my mother's family 
as her Apothecary. Amongst others of my 
former acquaintance I asked Mr. Blackett 
if he knew any thing of Miss Dashwood. 
Mn Blackett told me that she was now 
Mrs. Lee, and lived at Woodford, but < 

that she either had taken a house or was 
about to take one in Bolton* Row, Picca- 
dilly* Mr. Blackett has since said, that h0 
had a private reason for not informing me ^ 

where Mrs. Lee lived. When Mr. Blackett 
informed .Mrs. Lee that I had made enqui- 
ries ifter her, she desired Mr. Blackett ** to 
let Loudoun know that she should be hap- 
py to see hipci.'* Mr. Blackett mentioned 
that circumstance to me during my con- 
finement in the new Prison, Clerkenwell. 
I accidentally heard, a few days after my 
having seen, Mr. Blackett, where Mrs. Lee 
livedo andaioralled upon her for the first 
tiipe, on the evening of the 1 4th of 




INTRODUCTION. V. 

December. The impression which the 
charms of Miss Dashwood had made upou 
my mind, in childhood, was not effaced ; 
separated from her by many hundred 
leagues, amidst the terrors of a vertical 
sun, I have frequently contemplated with 
melancholy pleasure upon her beauty 
and talents, which even during infancy had 
created a lasting passion in my breast. The 
warm reception which I received from 
Mrs. Lee, rekindled the latent flame ; my 
own inclination, united to the artful pro- 
vocations made use of by Mrs. Lee to 
effect her wishes, soon deprived me of all 
power of resistance or reflection. I was 
insensibly ensnared, and unconscious of 
the criminality of my conduct, I submitted 
to the importunity with which Mrs. Lee 
unceasingly endeavoured to persuade me 
to'use my influence to induce Lockhart to 
visit her. Unhappily my endeavours were 
but too successful. What I have suffered or 
may do, for myself it is nothing, but I shall 
for ever deplore the fate of an affectionate 
brother, who has been condemned unheard. 
During my second visit to Mrs. Lee, on 
the 1 6th of December, she told me that 
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yi. INTRODUCTION* 

I 
f 

shfe was then writing a letter to excuse her 
going to Bath, which she had intended 
to do. 

What could induce Mrs. Lee to alter her 
intention of going to Bath so suddenly ? 
Was it the fear of losing an Hebrew lesson 
by Mr, Friend, the once well-known fi-* 
devant Fellow of Jesus College, Cambridge^ 
in a morning ? Of was it to avoid the dis^ 
appointment which Mrs. X.ee would feel 
at pot having an evening tete-artete with 
Sir. William Beachey ? Whatever was the 
whim of the .moment, Mrs« Lee remained' 
in London, and appointed the 24th of 
December for our: next interview. On that 
day Mrs* Lee gave me the paper contain- 
ing what she then was pleased to tell me 
Was her dream; she has since confessed it 
was a fiction* For what? — I leave the un* 
prejudiced reader to define the motive 
which induced a married woman, who was 
in the most delicate of all situations in 
which a married woman can possibly be 
placed, to trump up a parcel of nonsensi- 
cal words, which will readily bear a most 
indecent interpretation, and to communicate 
such" ribaldry to a very young man, who 
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she well knew had passed the latter part of 
his life in the Army. The erasure of hei* 
liame from the bottom of the fictitious 
Dream Mras the first proof of the cautious 
turpitude, with which Mrs. Lee has invari- 
ably acted towards rfte. Most unhappily for 
Mrs- Leej for my brother, for myself, fot 
every one who is so unfortunate as to be 
most distantly connected with us, L shewed 
the Dream to Lockhart, with Mrs. Lee*:^ 
previous consent. He immediately told m^ 
that it would bear a religious interpretation, 
and gave me the outline of that expos it i6n 
which I afterwairds transmitted to Mrs. Lee, 
and which is faithfully transcribed fifom the 
original manuscript, fof the inspection of 
the public, in the following page?. 

The voice of scandal which his been so 
loud against my brother and ttiyscif, will, 
I trust, be silenced by the religious and 
moral- tendency of what the Public have 
been induced to beKeve was written in the 
most indecent language, to serve the most 
infamous purposes. Far be it from me to 
treat die hallowed subject of CSiristianity 

with unbecoming levity. The only motive 
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VIU. INTRODUCTION. 

which could induce Lockhart to lend hi? 
assistance^ must have been a sincere desire 
to point out to Mrs. Lee, in the only way 
which was likely to be effectual, the weak- 
ness and wickedness of scepticism. I trust 
that what was written with so good an in- 
tention will not be wholly useless. 

Mrs. Lee lived for some years in a Con- 
vent in France, and early imbibed the 
dogm^ of that false philosophy which has 
since given rise to all the crimes and mad- 
ness of the dreadful Revolution, which has 
so long devastated that unhappy country. 
Upon Mrs. Lee's return to England, she 
was placed under the protection of my 
mother; it was to have been hoped that 
she would have derived benefit from the 
virtuous precepts and exemplary conduct 
of a learned, a pious^ and an enlightened 
christian. . 

On Friday, the 30th of December, 
iiockhart called with me upon Mrs: Lee, 
about one o'docjc, jn consequence of her 
repeated and pressing request that he would 
do so. Her insinuating conduct cannot 
be more fprcibly exemplified than by a 
perusal of the conversation which ^ook 
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INTRODUCTION. ix. 

place on that day. The melancholy detail 
which she gave of her situation must have 
excited the commiseration of the hardest 
heart; and cowardice itself would have 
been induced, from her representation^ to 
afford her that protection and support, 
which she declared was denied her by those, 
whose duty and interest it is to defend hen 
The regret which Lockhart expressed at 
having setn Mrs. Lee arose from tha rr ::rest 
philanthrophy, founded oh a belief that Mrs« 
Lee was an injured and virtuous woman. 
Mrs» Lee did not venture to make a future 
appointment in Lockhart's. presence, which 
«he never failed to do both before and after 
that visit. Remark the ingenuity with which 
she contrived to draw me again to her 
house;— on Sunday, the ist of- January, she 
sent me some comments upon my Interpre- 
tation of her Dream, in a letter concluding 
with the following words : 
* " The natural attraction which we 

feel towards those whom we have known 
in the days of childhood, induces me to 
Express a wish to see you in the course of 
next week/' 
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The attraction which Mrs. Lee felt for 
roe, was, I have no doubt, natural enough ; 
and very naturally she described it, on 
Sunday, ^ the 8th of January, the day ap* 
pointed by herself for me to visit her, I 
will not more tjian once disgust the Publiq 
witlvan account of what passed on that 
morning, and shall only remark that I wat 
induced to call again upon Mrs. L^e at 
eleven o clock of the same night : she wa4 
in bed. When I called upon her on the 
next day, Davidson^ her female . servant^ 
put a note into my hands» containing the 
following words : , 

" I cannot possibly sec you- unless 
I receive an apology.'* ^ 

I carried a flaming apology to Mrs* 
Lee in the evening, (Monday^ the 9th of 
January.) The effect which it produced will 
be described in the. following Narrative^ 
On that night she shewed roe a passage i^ 
her own hand writing, containing, to the 
best of my recollection, the following 

words. 

** It is my determination, to pass 

the remainder of my life in the society of ^ 
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male companion i and with him to follow 
the plan of a Sect in, Germany^ who lead 
9- monastic life, with the exception of ce^ 
libacy/* 

I leave it to an impartial Public to affix 
epithets to the name of a married woman, 
who, after having shewn such a passage as 
that above-mentioned, to a young man, 
with whom she had previously agreed to 
elope, endeavoured to deprive him of his 
life and character, by swearing that her 
elopement was against her inclination. 

On Wednesday, the i ith of January, I 
received a letter from Mrs. Lee, which i^ 
given at length in the narrative. It ap- 
pears, at first sight, to' be an argument 
against her elopement, which had pre-* 
viously been determined upon ; but when 
the following extracts are compared with 
Mrs. Lee's determination, which she had 
before avowed, ** to pass the rest of her 
life with a male companion,'* any unbiassed 
person must be convinced, that letter was* 
merely intended to draw an answer from 
me, and to implicate Lockhart in the 
elopement, both which objects it unfortu* 
nately accomplished* 
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" My determination is /^xed, and 
those who will not second it, sire no friends 
of mine ; shew this letter to your brother, 
and believe me to be, &c." 
. If Mrs. Lee's determination was already 
fixed not to elope with me, what necessity 
was there for letting Lockhart know that 
such an improper scheme had ever been in 
agitation. The former part of the letter 
discovers Mrs! Lee's motive for wishing my 
brother to second the elopement : 

" Neither your age nor your sztu^ 
ation in life, are such as to afiford me that 
protection and support which will be nt* 
eessary.^^ 

- And therefore she asked Lockhart in the 
plainest, as well as the most artful terms, 
whether he would unite his protection and 
support to mine. Lockhart-s answer to 
Mrs. Lee, together with my own, are 
given in the annexed Narrative. I will not 
attempt to justify either: my own was 
dictated by that spirit of infatuation which 
irresistibly hurried me beyond the bounds 
ofprudence and of virtue ; and by incessant 
importunity I induced Lockhart to become 
an accessary to my own and Mrs. Lee's guilt. 
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HSITHODUCTION. XUl. 

On Thursday^ the i2th of January, I 
called upon Mrs. Lee; the subject of 
conversation was our elopement, which 
she promised to undertake speedily; and 
desired me to ask Lockhart to dine with 
her on Sunday, that we might talk over 
and complete the plan. What must th€ 
world think of a married woman, who- is 
capable of asking two brothers to dine at 
her house, and who put off her dinner 
an hour beyond the usual time, in order 
that the plan of her elopement might 
be circumstantially arranged? The Public 
will naturally expect that some reason for 
the elopement should be assigned; Mrs. 
Lee herself gave the reason : ** Do you 
mean to live with me in this house ? If you 
do, you cannot, my husband resides within 
two streets of me/' Well, but what could 
induce her to make such a furious bustle, 
if she really wished and intended to go? 
^' Aye there's the rub.'* 

Davidson, ft^r female servant, had lived 
twelv6 years (according to her own state* 
iTient on the Trial) in Mr. Lee's family; 
previously to her entering Mrs. Lee's 
service, and was, as Mrs. L^e more than 
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hinted, a Spy of Mr. Lee's. It was equally 
dangerous to discharge her, or to let her 
into the secret. Mrs. Lee, with her usual 
ingenuity, chose the middle course, and 
preserved her character with Davidson, 
whilst she gratified her wishes in eloping 
with me. Had Mrs. Lee seriously intended 
not to complete her promise, she had ample 
time and opportunity to escape from the 
house, or to procure the whole police of 
London for her protection. One convincing 
pfoof that Mrs. Lee might easily have pro- 
cured the assistance of the very watchmen 
wl^o took Lockhart into custody on the 
following night, is, that not more than five 
minutes elapsed from the time that Lock- 
hart stopped in the hackney coach, aX Mrs, 
Lee's door, on Monday night, the i6th of 
January, before he was surrounded in Clar- 
ges Street by an hundred people. If Mrs. 
Lee was really alarmed at the sight of Lock- 
hart's pistol, what could induce her to tell 
her jnan-servant to desire hir^ to come into 
the drawing roonj ? Why did she not men- 
l to the man-servant, 
es to Mrs. Lee in the 
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Before Mrs, Lee left the editing room, 
Lockhart desired her to go up stairs, to 
dress herself in her riding habit, and put 
togethet whatever linen would be abso* 
lutely necessary for her journey. When 
Mrs* Lee left the eating room, she went into 
her bedchambef , no doubt with an intention 
of following Lockhart's advice, but on find- 
ing Davidson there, on her coming upstairs^ 
Mrs. Lee found it necessary to act the far-» 
cical part which .is detailed in the evidence 
given by Davidson on the Trial. Davidson 
has )5worn that Mrs, Lee was very low 
during the whole of Sunday. I will not 
positively assert the cause of her more 
than . usual depression of spirits before 
dinner, but I assert, without fear of com 
tradiction from Mr. Edmonds, who is the 
respectable master of the Inn, at Tets-f 
worth, and whp waited upon Mrs. Lee^ 
during the whole time of supper, that few 
women have ever such a flow of spirits, as 
she appeared to have pa Sunday evening*^ 

Mrs* Lee's refusal to ta^e any clothes 
with her, was the nec^sary conseiquence 
of her determination not to entrust. David- 
son with her secret ; and her not taking; 
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any money may be most happily accounted 
for, by her having declared to me some 
days before, that she had none, nor should 
have any until the beginning of February. 
Much, I am told, has been said about 
my being in debt, and that it was impos- 
sible for me to remain in London another 
day. It is not my wish, if it were in my 
power, to deny the fact of my having been '^ 

compelled to contract debts which I am at 
present unable to pay. I was seven long 
years in the army, six of which I passed in 
various parts of the West Indies and the 
British Settlements in America, where it- is 
well known that every article of consump^ 
tion is double, and frequently three times 
the prjce at which it can be procured in 
this country. I was compelled once, during 
that period, to return to England, and 
once to go to America, for the recovery 
of my health, at my own expence. I was 
confined three months at Bellise, in th€ 
Bay of Honduras, by a dreadful apd ex- 
pensive illness, the terrible effects of a 
Coup-de-soleil. When it is known that I 
never received the smallest pecuniary as- 
sistance from any one of my relations, I 
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trust the Public will not think my having 
been compelled to take the benefit of an 
Act for the further relief of insolvent debt- 
ors, an unpardonable offence, when they 
know that I was impressed from my earliest 
infancy with the highest aristocratic ideas 
of the dignity and consequence which 
ought, to be attached to those persons who 
are connected with many of the most illus- 
trious families in England^ and most of 
those in Scotland. It has been my misfor* 
tune to have lived, in the younger part of 
my life, with those who were greatly my 
superiors in fortune, and to have been 
turned adrift on the wide world at the age 
of sixteen, without having the benefit of 
the experience and controul of a father, 
who might have informed me, before it 
was too late, that a man who lives beyond 
his income, whatever may be his situation 
in life, can neither be respectable nor 
happy. 

That Mrs, Lee was not unacquainted 
with my situation, is evident from her 
letter to me, of the nth of January. I 
told Mrs. Lee that I. was no longer in the 
Army ; she knew (hat I was unqualified for 
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any other profession, and therefore when 
she. proposed our living together, must 
have intended to share her fortunes with 
inine, whatever they were- 

Mrs. Lee has acknowledged to a most 

^ respectable person since the Trial, that she 

eloped with her own cons^ent, and that 

person win make an affidavit of her haying 

s^idsbs should 'it be necessary. ^ - • 

I pity Mrs. Lee from my soul > and la^ 
ment that I am not aa ignorant of her for^ 
mer conduct as I was on the evening of 
tOUr d<>pem6nt. ' It would 'have fceen some 
alleviation of the horrors of a prison, of 
the loss of niy character, arid of my Uberty, 
(perhaps for the rest of my life;) to have 
known that what I have suffered or may dd, 
was'owmg to my fatal attachment to a 
WOra(an, who >deserved my love: My life is 
embittered by- knowing, with certainty; 
that consolation can nevef be'mine, I 
forgive Mrs. Lee, and sincerely wis^h she 
fnay enjoy that happiness dT which she has 
deprived me for ever. 
• The sum f<3r which I am detained in 
prison amounts to two hundred pounds; 
fene hundroi afad eighteen of which is Jor a 
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debt contracted in the West Indies, long 
before 1 took the benefit of the Insolvent 
Debtors Act ; but which I was compelled 
to give a note of hand for, in Jamaica, 
payable in London, in December last, by 
a threat of immediate imprisonment on my 
arrival in this country. Had I- then been 
aware of the illegality of that threat, I: 
should certainly not have given the note, 
much as I Wished to discharge the claim, 
Th* stim of fifty eight pounds is due to the 
Captain of the ship, who brought me to 
England. I owe the remainder to my 
Taylor. It appeared to ipe to be absolutely 
necess2lry, that I should lay the above 
detail before the public, as many infamous 
falshoods are, I am informed, in circulation 
with respect to my character. General 
Churchill, who kindly appeared as an evi- 
dence on my trial, expressed his opinion 
of my conduct as an officer and a gentlemaii 
ih several persons at Oxford, with thb 
warmth eif 'a real friend and the liberality 
of a perfect gentleman. 

To return to the immediate object of' 
this publication. It is worthy of remark 
xhs^t the moment Mrs. Lee walked out of 
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her house5 being no longer in dread of 
what her servants might say, she threw of 
all restraint, by laughing so loud, that the 
post boy who drove her to Uxbridge was 
able to swear that he heard her. Lord 
Stair's coachman has declared that he could 
and would have stopped Mrs. Lee, had 
there been the smallest reason to imagine, 
from her conduct, that any compulsion 
had been made use of. Mrs. Lee was so 
collected immediately after her getting into 
the post chaise, as to ask Loudoun whether 
he^ had shut the door : no doubt Mrs. Le^ 
asked that question for fear (as it actually 
happened) that her servants should endea- 
vour to prevent her elopement. 

As to Lockhart's saying "drive on or I 
will shoot you," the post boy swore that 
gentlemen very frequently said so to 
him; and indeed it is a bad expression 
which Lockhart has acquired by his being 
in the habit of sporting, added to a natural 
warmth of temper. Before Mrs. Lee reach- 
ed Tyburn Turnpike, she desired Lockhart 
to observe how perfectly collected she was. 
What in the name of good fortune could 
possibly prevent her being so? She well 
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knew the necessity there was t6 intimidate 
the servants, and to make them believe that 
she was really forced out of her house; and 
to do them justice, as far as their evidence 
can go, thty have endeavoured to convince 
the world of the truth of their assertions. 

The only evidence Mrs. Lee*s Counsel had 
to produce in support of the charge against 
niy brother and myself, were Mrs. Lee^s own 
servants. To prove how impartial they were, 
I have evidence to substantiate that one servant 
swore on Sunday evening, after Mrs. Lee^s 
elopement, that "they would hang tliem** 
(meaningmy brother and myselO ** if possible.'' 

I have again to apologize for quitting the 
subject; the post boy drove us well, but Mrs. 
Lee's wishes far outstripped the legs of the 
horses ; before we had gone five miles on the 
Uxbridge road, I felt her fumbling about my 
fingers and could not imagine what she could 
be doing. She discovered the ring which I 
had offered^to her after dinner, upon my hand; 
she took it ofF; I conjectured her intention, 
and was in the act of putting it upon the 
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fourth finger of her right hand, when she 
laughed and said "you do not know your 
right hand from your left" and gare me her 
left hand, upon the fourth finger of which I 
put the ring. One of the serious charges 
against my brother, is, that he had prophaned 
the sacred right of marriage, by desiring me 
to present a ring to Mrs. Lee. If he really 
desired me to give that ring to Mrs. Lee with 
a view of ridiculing or superseding her previous 
marriage, he is either a fool or a madman; 
and is equally entitled to commiseration. I 
offered that fatal ring to Mrs. Lee as a token of 
that eternal love and friendship for her, which 
I then vowed, and must for ever feel. At the 
moment Lockhart presented the ring to Mrs. 
Lee, he gave way to his feelings, without 
consulting his reason; he consented to the 
gratification of a passion he had then much 
reason to believe was sincere. The return 
which she has made to Lockhart is such as 
he deserved, and such as, had he known the 
ct, he would have ex*- 
ho have once forfeited 
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their charactefs, know that thfere k rio reprieve 
in this world from the severe sentence which 
is passed against them, and which for cv^r 
drives them from the. society of the virtuous 
and independent : careless of their present and 
hopeless of their future fate, they stalk abroad j 
and like painted sepulchres, are at once the pest 
and ornament of the city that ccmtains the-m. 

1 shall make no further comment upon Mrs* 
Lee's denial, durif^ her cross examination oit 
the Trial, of her having accepted the ring. 
Mrs. Lee had* previously sworn that she re* 
ftised the ring, when first offered to her, and 
fnrobably thought that it^ would appear like 
something more than inconsistency if she ac« 
knowledged her having voluntarily taken it 
from me in the post chaise.— Mrs. Lee con- 
fessed, during her cross e:^amination, that she 
took her steel necklace from her neck, to which 
a small bag of camphor was attached : ** it .was 
her charm against pleasure.** If proof were 
wanted. of the fkdly, not to say the madness of 
infidelity, it might be fairly adduc^d^ from Mrst 
Ij^^\ having declared that she does not believe 

C4 
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in the truth of Christianity* and yet she siipn^ 
poses that h small bag of camphor can restrain 
those passions which the Great Author of our 
Being has given us for the wisest and most 
beneficent purposes* together with reason to 
govern them. — Mrs. Lee admits the credibility 
of her own dreams, the natural effect of indi- 
gestion; yet she affects to disbelieve the truth 
of those miracles and prophecies which have, 
for ages, convinced the best and wisest of 
mankind. — Infidelity will believe any thing but 
the Bible.— -It has been very generally supposed 
that Mrs. Lee's confession of her having thrown 
away her necklace put an end to the Trial; the 
fact is otherwise, as will be seen by a perusal 
of Mrs. Lee's cross examination. 

Mrs. Lee swore, on her examination before 
the Magistrates in Bow Street, that she was 
nearly in a state of insensibility during the 
whole of her journey to Tetsworth, and on the 
Trial she softened it down to her being panic 
struck. What Mrs. Lee's ideas may be of 
insensibility and being panic struck, I will 
not venture to determine, but I must be al* 
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lowed to say, that she frequently gave me 
greater proofs of sensibility in the post chaise^ 
than Lockhart wished, or could prevent, by 
any thing he said. — ^When Mrs. Lee anrived 
at Tetsworth, she became extremely facetious* 
and asked me whether in my great coat, which 
she had on, ^* she did not look like a soldier^^ 
trull/* 

Before supper Mrs. Lee asked for egg winc^ 
which appears to be her favourite liquor. As 
Mrs. Lee believes that camphor can perforni 
one sort of miracle^, she probably supposes 
that an egg can perform wonders of another 
kind. She discarded one charm because she 
had no further use for it; and lost no oppOT- 
tunity, during the rest of our journey, of 
shewing her devotion to a new one. Unfor- 
tunately there was only one egg in the house 
that night, Mrs. Lee eat that. I rather think 
the charm consists in the number of eggs 
which any one may eat, for I observed that 
Mrs. Lee eat more every succeeding day than 
she had done the day before* 

Next momii^g Mrs. Lee had breakfasted 
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and written her letter ta Davidson, before 
Lockhart and myself were dressed. When 
we came down stairs we found Mrs. Lee in 
a gown which Mrs. Edmonds bad kindly lent 
her» until her owq was washed; she was a 
most ridiculous figure; Lockhart smiled which 
Vqry muqh encrfeased her ill-humour. Much 
unpleasant altercation passed » and Lockhart 
in vain endeavoured to convince her that she 
had no cause to be alarmed at his returning to 
London. 

Soon after Lockhart left Tetsworth Mrs, 
Lee sent for Mrs. Edmonds, the mistress of 
the Inn, into her bedchamber, and told he^r 
that " she had been forcibly brought from he J 
house in London, by the two young men whp 
came Avith her.'* .Mrs. Edmonds commis-* 
erated her situaticH), and tpld her she should 
be happy to render her any assiistancp; ' adding^ 
" I suppose. Madam, you will not go any 
ferther.'*— " Q yes,'*, answered Mrs. Lee, " I 
shall go on.** 

Mrs. Lee's letter to Davidson ifi a master^ 
piece of art; she was afraid that DaYid&)n 
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might suspect the truth from her having made 
no resistance in London; and therefore wrotfc 
to her the following words, to convince Da- 
vidson of her innocence : 

" No money, no clothes, xleadi or 
compliance.^ 

•Davidson knew as well as Mrs. Lee that 
she had neither money nor clothes ; and Mrs* 
Lee swore, on hier Trial, that no sort of per- 
sonal violence was at any tinie used towards 
her. The letter is equally absurd and false; 
had she wished for assistance, Mrs. Edmonds 
would have procured it for her at Tets worth; 
had she wished Davidson to know where she 
was going to, she would have told her. If 
Mrs. Lee had not acted with duplicity and 
treachery towards my brother and myself, she 
would have deserved, and no doubt would 
have excited universal compassion; her situ-* 
' ation was dreadful in the extreme, there being 
no alternative left l^er, between the resignation 
of her fortune and reputation to the mejcy of 
a husband she detects, or h^r endeavouring to 
convict me* ' 
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And here I think it my duty to exonerate 
Lockhart from the charge of his having com- 
pelled tne to go to bed with Mrs. Lee against 
my inclination, by saying, when I was in his 
bed-room, *' if you do not get out of the room 
1 will shoot you.** It is true that Lockhart did 
make use of words to that effect ; it was past 
five o*cIock in the morning ; Lockhart was 
tired and wanted to go to bed, but he certainly 
was not so anxious to get me out of his room 
as I was to go. I was longer undressing 
myself than usual; Lockhart was impatient 
and turned me out of his room without my 
dressing-gown j the chamber-maid, who was 
in the room during the whole time, would 
have sworn that what Lockhart said was not 
spoken seriously. 

Mrs. Lee was highly delighted with the 
shawl which I purchased for her at Oxford, 
and I have been informed she actually wore 
the veil I gave her at Oxford, and only took it 
off on her coming into Court. 

At North Leach Mrs. Lee drank freely of 
her favouitc beverage, rgg wine} we slept in 
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tdyffenent btedss butJMis. Lee invited me in the 
monaiag to share hser's, which I readily com^- 
filled with. 

Tuesday, the 17th of January^ at breakfa:st, 
•Mrs. Lee eiat several eggi ; ^ve arrived safely at 
Gloucester, went to bed merrily, and on Wed- 
ocsipday morning Mrs. Lee eat a mons than 
usual quantity of eggs. She was very anadous 
for Lockhart's arrival, and appeared to think 
that some a4::cident had certainly befallen him | 
as she bad dreamed that part of hisskuU was 
blown away. 

When Miller, the Bow Street Officer, made 
his appeai^aa^e, Mrs. lioe either was over^^ 
whelmed with sorrow and despair, or she 
acted to admiration. What Mrs. Lee's opinion 
of such a measure then was, . may be discovered 
by her saying that ^^ it was a base and unwar- 
rantable liberty which had been taken with her^ 

by sending a Bow Street Officer to take her and 

« - 

Loudoun into custody." 

During the time of dinner, at Gloucester, 
Mrs. Lee reprobated the circumstance of a BoV 
Street Officer having been sent to apprehend me^ 
in the strongest terms. Mrs. Lee gave such 
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conviDciag proofs of her feelings, that Miller 
«aid, in the kitchen of the Inn at Tetsv(»rth, 
" She loves him as she does her . own dear 
eyes," No one will suspect Miller of having 
too much of the milk of human kindneaa in 
his composition: yet he u'as less hardened 
than others, and permitted ua to make vom 
of eternal fidelity to each other in private. 
Mrs. Lee has broken those vows; the awful 
period must arrive, when we shall have to 
answer for them at the bar of an unerring and 
^ust Judge. I trust that by sincere repentance 
and contrition for our past errors and crimes, 
we shall Obtain that mercy which the world is 
neither inclined nor enabled to bestow. 

During my confinement in the New Prison, 

Clerkenwell, Mrs. Lee sent mc word by a 

mutual friend, that she intended to keep thk 

promise which she had made to me at Ux< 

bridge. MrS| Lee made two promises to nie 

e one was, that she would, if 

IS the remainder of her life 

ler, that she would share my 

lould it be continued; the 
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only thing I have to thank Mrs. Lee for, is 
her not having performed those promises. 
Mrs. Lee expressed her sorrow for my 

situation, to the same common friend, during 

« • 

my confinement in Tothill - fields Bridevvell, 
and said that she " regretted extremely her 
inability to supply me with money, as her so* 
licitor had distrained fifty pounds of her in* 
come to pay the expences of the Bow Street 
Oflicer, to Gloucester, and back again to Lon- 
don." It is Some consolation to me that I 
have never received nor ' solicited any kind of 
favour or assistance whatsoever from Mrs. 
Lee. ^ 

I am aware that it is making a miserable 

r 

apology for therhany errors of this publication, 
to say, that the Printer has frequently waited 
until I have supplied him with a continuation of 
the manuscript. I was induced to publish a 
statement of my brother's conduct and my own 
to Mrs. Lee, not from a wish to obtain literary 
honours, but from an lanxious desire to confute 
the authors and retailers of the gross falshoods 
which have been circulated to our prejudice, 
with 90 much industry and success. That I 
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have failed in the eKecution, must be attributed 
to my want of abiUty, not to the weakness of 
my case. My brother went to London after his 
acq^uittaly with a determination to bear *^the 
whips and scorns of outrageous fortune," rather 
th&n publish a line in his defence. 

This work appears before the Public under 
every disadvantage. I regret that I have not 
been enabled to state my case with the minute 
accuracy which I should have done, had I not 
delayed writing it until three weeks after the 
Trial, when I found myself imperiously called 
upon to publish it, in consequence of the cla* 
mour which has been raised against my bro- 
ther and myself. I can most positively assert, 
that no one circumstance which is detailed 
in this publication, is either intentionally or 
actually falsified. 

L.H. GORDON. 

Oxford Castle, April 7 , ISO-I. 



NARRATIVE. 



' j^mri^u 



LOUDOUN GORDON caUed upon Mrs. 
Lee, at hiar liouse in Bokan Row; for the first 
tifK lifter, his Teturn from the West Indies, 
^but seven, e^clock on the evening of Wed^* 
sesday, the 14th of Deocmber, 1803. William 
Martin^ Mrs. Lee's man-servant, opened the 
door, and said that his mistress was not at 
hoope ; Loudoun then asked for a card to write 
his iiame upon; whilst the man-servant was 
fttching the card, Mrs. Lee called from the 
di:a;mng^oom door and aaid^ '' William, . who 
13 that?'' WiUiam. Martin then asked Loudoun 
his n^nye^, and the servant replied to Mrs. Lee, 
'VMt* Lou4oun Gordon." Mrs, Lee imme-* 
diiate^y^ said; ** Let hhn walk up:" Loudoun 
"thea tFaiked up stairs into the drawing-room; 
the usttad' expressions of joy at meeting again 
were exchanged, after which the conversation 
became general : Mrs. Lee spoke feelingly of 
Jber Tifus^rtwie in having married Mr« Lee, she 
lPKie.sBome.^f|:e comments upon his conduct, 
m^siisk from Mx$. Lee's description did not 

D 2 



$6 

mucb redound to his credit as a husband. Mrsr, 
Lee enquired kindly after Loudoun's mother, 
his sister, and Locltbart; and finding from 
Loudoiutt that Lockhart was in London, she 
earnestly expressed her desire to see him, and ^ 
she requested Loudoun to commtinicate her 
wishes to Lockhart, and to endeavour ta per- 
suade him to c^l upon her with Loudovft 
at his next visit. Mrs. Lee shed tears when 
she mentidned the death of Loudomi^s lat? 
elder sister Caroline, and requested te sec aq 
elegant and affectionate letter which Garoline 
had written to Loudoun when in. the West 
Indies, a ftw days previous to her death. 
Davidson, the female servant; was sent to fetch 
Mr. Dashwood's picture (Mrs. Lee*^* brother,) 
and the man-servant brought coffee; with thos^ 
exceptions, no third person was in the roont 
during tliis visit; which lasted^ about two hotirs* 
'When Loudoun rose to take leave of Mrs. Lee^ 
she requested him to call upon her again on 
Saturday, (the 17th of Decentber,) and which 
he promised to do } Loitdoun then saluted Mrs; 
* Lee, which she chearftfUy acquiesced in, and 
took hi^ feaVe of her. ' • * < "• '- ^ 



t 



OnlViday, the T6tTi of DfeCtmber, Loudomf 
called upon *Mrs. Lee, about one o^clock, w«« 
admitted by her man-servant r when Louddyn 
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trcnt into the drawing-foom Mrs. Lee said, 
— I did hot expect you till* to-nxbrrow (Satur- 
day,) aad that T might hsv€^ t&e/ pleasure of 
iseeihg you, I have put off an engagement I bad 
for that day," Loudoun recollected that he 
had anticipated the day of his visit, and apolo- 
gised to Mra. Lee for so common an error* 
Mrs, Lee asked Loudoun whether he had com- 
municated to Lockhait the wisli she had ex- 
fu'essed to see him; Loudoun told her that he 
had, and that he would jendeavoin* to'persuade 
Lockhart to come w^h lut^ the mext ti^e he 
called upon her, Mrs, Lee expressed her hopts 
that Loudoun would succeed iii bringing Lockr 
hart to her house. The conversation turned 
upon books aad intient poeticsd writers ; Mrs. 
Lee said, that Anacrcon was one bf her fevour- 
ite poets, t^oUgh she disjiked poetry in general; 
Loudoun said that he had an excellent transla- 
tion of the Odes of Anacrean and Sappho's 
Fragments^ which Mrs* Lee expressed la desire 
to see. Loudoun said she should havfc it to- 
read* Mrs: Lee i«qucsted Loudoiin to read 
VMHant's Travel* into the Interior of Africa^ 
aiid give her his opinion of those travels at his 
next visit. Loudoun left the two- pamphlets 
which he had promised Mrs. Lee on the 14th 
of December. Mrs. Lee told Loudoun that 
she intended to have gone to Bath in a short 

p .3 
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time, but that she had just resoived to' defer 
her leaving London : l/>adoun rose to takt hxr 
lea\nr of Mrs. Lee, when she fixed upon .Satur^ 
day, the S4th of December, for his next visk^ 

On Saturday, the 24th of December, about 
one o'clock, Loudoun called upon Mrs. Lee, 
according to her appointment; befonre lie was 
seated^ Mrs. Lee said ^ I had a presentimen.t 
that your brother would not come with you, 
and I think that t know the ieuon; he has 
probably heard that my opmioos are slceptica^ 
and that I have made many enemies by hiving 
become a sceptick, which I suppose is the cause 
of his not accompanying you; however, you 
may tell him, if you pleasis;^ if he will \tt me 
see him, that I will never introduce tibe subject 
of religion.*' Loudoun replied, ^' that h& was 
not aware of Lockhart being acquaiiited that 
Mrs. Lee had imbibed dceptical opinions, and 
that he believed Lockhart to he' too^ libeml in 
his sentiments. to> make that the csiuse Of Im n^i 
accompanying Loifidcmn to call up6& hisr/^ 
Mrs. Lee then said, *^ What is the lea^on theU 
that Lockhart does not come with you?^ 
Loudoun replied, '^^ I am ignorant of his rea^ 
sons, but I well know that he has a^ lai'ger ac*^ 
^uaintance than he can possibly visit.'' LomkXtn 
told Mrs. Lee his opinion upoli VaiUant's 
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Travels, ** that he had been amua^ed in reading 
them, but that he should have been better 
satisfied if he had seen the cabinet of curiosities 
which Vaillant asserts he had collected iti 
Africa, particularly as some doubt remaned in 
Xxmdoun's mind as to the truth of Vaillant's 
assertions, which were at variance with former 
travellers in Africa." 

Mrs. Lee reminded Loudoun of his hot hav* 
ing sent Anaereon and the other books. Mrs. 
Lee told Loudoim that ^* she had hot hctiDi out of 
her house for tiuro months.'' Loiidoun perceiving 
the state of her mind, requested Mrs. Lee to 
use exercise and other recreaitioh, and proposed 
her going to see a pantomime^ which is ijsually 
performed at Christmas: Mrs. Lee in somd 
m*6asure cdnsdnted to go, hut mentioned one 
obstacle which prevented her, and that was '^ the 
^ar of being insulted at the theatre f after Mrs, 
Lee had stated in strong colours her ^^ dread of 
Biftult," Loudoun offfered to go with Mrs^. Lee 
to the theatre, and protect her, Mrs. Lee gave. 
Iter approbation, and laughed, Mrs. Lee men^r 
^efned her having had a dream, itiA if Loudoun 
would permit it, she would read it to him ; she 
then read the dream hereafter inserted, and 
inade some remarks upon iu exXtMtAxxiitf 
Wtur^ anil said that " the time of her dream- 
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ing it was equally remarkable with the dream 
itself, having been a few days before the appear-^ 
ance of the late meteor/' with which phenomenon 
Mrs. Lee appeared to think her dream might 
have some connexion. Loudoun observing Mrs.- 
Lee's anxiety upon the subject of her dream, 
said that "it would probably bear some kmd of 
elucidation, and that if she would entrust 
him with the paper on which it was written, 
he would endeavour to suggest some ra- 
tional interpretation of it." Mrs. Lee con- 
sented to let him have the dream^ provided that 
Loudoun would promise updn his honour to 
shew her hand-writing to no one, with the ex- 
ception of Lockhart : the promise being made, 
Mrs. Lee carefully erased her name from the 
bottom of the paper containing her dream, and . 

gave it to Loudoun for interpretation. . The * 

• 

rest of the conversation was general ; no third 
person was i^ the room during this visit, which 
lasted about two hours: when Loudoun rose 
to take his leave of Mrs. Lee, she said that she 
still hoped to see Lockhart^ and made an ap- 
pointment of some future day for Loudoun's : 
next visit. He observed, " it was not custo-* 
mary with him to be confined tq any particular ' 
day to visit Jijs friends, and that in future he : 

» 

intended to call upon Mrs; Lee occasionally/* 

VK* ...... . • . •-. 
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The following is the dream which Mrs. Lcc \ 
gave Loudoun Gordon to interpret, 

. " At about three o'clock in the moning, as 
the Watchman afterwards informed me, and as 
I guessed, I thought I looked towards the 
South East and beheld the sun gloriously bright^ 
rising amidst clouds tinted with gold. 1 never 
in my waking hours saw this phenomenon so 
beautiful. Gazing on it, I thought I exclaim- 
ed * it is but three o'clock and quite dark in 
our hemisphere, yet the sun is rising! .that is ^ 
strange/ As I was musing on this deviation 
fiom the usual course of nature, I directed my 
eyes towards the North East, and perceived 
the moon pale and rather clouded; buton each 
side were two luminaries like suns, which 
gradually enlightened her, till all the three 
bodies had the appearance of globes of fire. 
While I was observing them with peculiar 
delight, suddenly the most magnificent edifice . 
that the human imagination can form, raised 
itself out of the three fiery orbs. Its columns 
were immense and roughly studded, in the way 
of fretwork, with precious stones; the floor 
was glassy, but the roof and upper parts were 
so immensely high that I coiild not discern 
them; the architecture was complicated, and I 
had not time to analyze it; biit neverWasmy mind 
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so stron^y impressed tv^ith the ideas of beauty, 
grandeur and power. I waa absorbed in deep- 
meditation ; when I opened my eyes and heard' 
tiieWatcbmaa call 'past three O'clock.' I had 
Wore mentioned the hour during my sleeps 
' vhich is a very remarkable circumstanee." 

The following Js the interpretatioa which 
I^ud<m Gordon returned to Mrs Lee's fiction. 

December 27, I80».- 
Deab Madam. 

Before I submit my thoughts 
to you upon the subject of the dream which 
704 have done me the boBonr to commtHiicato 
to m&t aliov me to assure you Madame that it 
is not my intention to enter the laata- as a 
«b9iAapioit for the truth of chnsfianity, which 
coiijd gain nothing, and might be injured by 
my mistatement of these argtimenta, or iniS'* 
appltoition of those evidences which certainty 
d««rre onr moat serious eonaideration. 

, " The sua rismg glorieaaly bright in tiie 
South East," exactly represents the first appjcar-* 
«nce of JesHS Christ in Judaa. He'is frei> 
fluently stiied "the Sun of Righteousness" 
of the World," and " tlw the true 
The clouds tinted with gold,'' 
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ipottttray tht inental darkness and ent)r, whicfc 
at that time, with ^miefew exceptions^ degrade 
ed the whole humadi face. The *' moon in the 
North East" exhibits the first promulgation of 
thiB Gospel; tlie North b^g the qnarter of th* 
globe always fir3t flamed, may figuratively ex-* 
prcsa the b?|;inniiig of aiiy thing; "the rnooi* 
being' pale aiiii rather cloitded-' . alludes to the 
tempbtary humiliation and sufferings of the 
Great Authot tS our religion. ** The two lu-* 
i^nariesy Hke suds oii. each SAde of her,."^ we 
the Father and the Holy Ghost. ^^ the gradurf 
iUununaticm of the Moon" shews the progress 
^i the great work of the redemption of mankind 
in the pierson of Jeaua . Christ, afil^r the com^ 
fiction of whieh, i>ur Saviaiu' aiscended inttf 
heaven and became oAe of the "three globes of 
fire." " The gk>bes of fire" ihost happily illus- 
trate the only idea we can fofm of the Trinity; 
fire having been allowed to be in all ag6s thf 
purest symbol of the deity. "The peculiar 
delight which, ypu fi^te at^ observing*" such 
glorious objepts, is the natural eSect upon the 
humiail mind, arising from the contemplatioii 
of the wonderful works of God. ^^ The nurg^ 
nificent edifice which raised itself out of the 
three fiery orbs" is Christianity. " The immense 
columns" afe the cardinal virtues; " their being 
roughly studded ia the way of fret work" 
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marks the difficulty of persevering in a virtu- 
ous course of life amidst the temptations and 
miseries of this world. " The precious stones'* ■ 
strikingly pourtray the innate beauty of virtue. 
"The glassy floor" beautifully symbolizes the 
tranquillity and serenity of mind, which ac- 
companies the true disciples of Christianity. 
" The roof and upper pants of the edifice being 
so immensely high that you 'were unable to 
discern them," shews ug the weakness and ab* 
surdity of our endeavouring to scan the ways of 
Providence, dr to' weigh the councils of omni- 
potence in the balance of poor human reason. 
No wonder Madam that "the architecture" of 
the great fabrick of revealed religion should 
have appeared " complicaited" to you, and that 
" you should not have had time to analyze" 
those mysteries which ^'angels desire in vain to 
know, and which " the devib believe and 
tremble." 

" It is impossible to^ consider thB' doctrines of 
Christianity without being impressed as you 
were with the highest ideas, of which the human 
mind is susceptible of "the beauty, grandeiir, 
-»j ^^^.^j" «4? *i.g great author of oiir exis- 
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other, most impbrtaiit subjects, may tranquil^ 
lize your mind and make yau as superior to the 
ealamities which human nature is heir to, aa 
your abilities are to the iar greater part of 
mankind, is the sincere wish of, Dear Madam, 
• Your most faithful Servant, 

JL H. Gordon^ 

p. S. Lockhart presents his respects to you 
Madatn, and hopes that you will see him on 
Friday Morning next, when he proposes to do 
himself the honour of calling upon you. 

• * 

I take the liberty of returning the paper 
which you did me the honou^r to entrust to my 
feare. 

Lockhart and Loudoun Gordon called upoi^ 
Mris. Lee about One o' Clock on Friday the 
SOth of December. After the usual ceremonies 
which take place of course between old acquaint-* 
ance who have not met for many years; Lock^ 
hart paid Mrs. Lee some common-place com- 
pliments upon her good looks. After some 
indifferent iconversaticm, Lockhart observed 
^af he had'beea angry at ;not having his boots 
properly cleaned . that Morning : Mrs Lee said 
" what are. you ever axtgry, : and you . too who 
are a Christian?" Slie adde4 '* I am surp 
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Hat I of aU otjkdts ought to bc£«ve in a Go4, 
£>r I am quite oitwnished how I faaye been 
i^poftsd, having suffered eveiy, «vea pecU- 
wary distntM." Mrs. Lee aslced after Lock" 
ljaxV& mother. lixdthart said that she van 
well Mra. Lee rfplied"! amhflppy to hear it, 
fora^ is a most Wonderful woman, but I tliink 
her principles are too rigid, do not you think 
«o ?" Lockhart icpEied, " I think it impossible 
that any principlei can. be too rigid with tegar<t 
to virtue." 

Mrs. Lee gave a most disgraceful account of 
the conduct towards her of those who by all 
l^ws of Godand nature, ought :tb be her pro- 
tectors, and which excited pity in Lockhart 
and Loudoun, as it must have done in any man 
who had heard the story which she then related. 
Mrs. Lee reminded Lookhart of forma- days, 
and said that '* he used to call her Dash When 
she resided at his mother*'S» and thumler at.hn 
door and say Dash.! I wiU come in;"- Mrs. 
Lee said "she used gaierallyto open the door". 
Lockhart said -that "it had often: given him paid^ 
' ":ctad how roughly and in. how 

a maoBO- he had treated Miss 
at thne." Mrs. Lee said "y<oa 
! ill. I always took it as a mai)c 
, I tfaou^tyoaa£ne, generous 



0peh hearted boy." Nothing eke material 
passed; Mrs* I^e said *^sh« should always be 
very happy to see Lockhajrf Lockhajrt obf 
served to Loudoun, after iiaving taken leave 
of Mrs. Lee, that he " wgretted havmg seci^ 
her, and was sorry for her unhappy situation^ 
aud that he would not on any account, now he 
had renewed his acquaiofcaacc^ have Mrs. Lee 
suppose that he treated her with ne^ect, and 
that he should therefore, leave his card at hei 
house occasionally." 

Qn Sunday Night tke 1 st of January, 1804» 
when Loudoun returned home, he found a 
parcel containing two boo^s which he had lent 
to Mrs. Lee^ and the following letter* 

January J, 1804^* 
Your interpretatbn to the dream is 
replete with ingenuity and j^od sense; the 
former abounds when you launch into the 
regions of fiincy, the latter predominates when 
you. confine yourself to probabilities. And 
bcre let me caution you against giving scope 
la ^^mimick fancy," which often whilst she 
4attets your vanity, and amuses your mind^ 
is leading your Senses astray. 

Thf ^Itimt of '*the Sun of Righteowsness," 
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though Ii6t new, is exceedingly beautiful, 
alluding no doubt to that person who certainly 
was a light to some of his followers, who for 
the most part were vicious and ignorant. Some 
of the eaiiyT»y«tical writers have termed him 
" the Day spring," I am mtich pleased ^vith 
your remark upon "the immense columns," 
Your observation upon "the precious stones" 
». beautiful. The illustration of "the glassy 
floor" is very happy. I am fully convinced 
th^t virtue is congenial td the human mind ; 
but in the present state of the world, the practice 
of it is attended with difficulty : I say in the 
present state of the world, for the -serenity 
which accompanies virtue is so persecuted as 
almost to render it unattainable. 

Vain indeed ! is our attempt to scan the 
ways of Providence; "the immense fabrick" 
has been adapted by its wise author few pur- 
poses onJy known to iiimself. 

The natural attraction which we feel toward* 
those whom we have known in the days of 
childhood, induces me to express a wish to sNt 
you in the course of next week; with sincere 
good wishes, I subscribe myself, 

Yours truly, 

F. A. Lee. 




fht! pSLffAA wnhMdiiig t^ bodki and the 
f bi9>?e iMUnKT^ Mtfam isea4ed -^(^ tiA wa.k, Hit ieA 
bcforinf ikik^inipreiiidiiddh/S Aiictidr ^f Ho][>d 

' . . r • • r 

itt 0<mfii6cpfe*iG« of Mffi. t»e*'sf r^queiS*, 
.Loudoliiit. called' (ipion her 6* Monday the 2nd 
ef JaiJuaJfy, 1 804, about obe o'clc^ck ; Stftift 
Hunt, the female servant, who opened the 
doar^ told; L^^ouA tlj^at Kfrs. Lee was gone 
to Hammersmith ; Loudoun left word that he ' 
i^tM dafl the MW^iiig day. On Tuesday 
Morning the 8d of janttiry, LoiKioun called 
upon Mrs. Lee about one o'clock ;, Mrs. Lee 
came to Loudoun in the dining room from the 
AtSLwLlkg iJ6oft, and apologised for not liaving 
it in h0r pdw'er to ifem^n \^tth hiim that mom^ 
klj^y an^thi^i^pect^d vi'sitaiit having called tipoii 
fidr* oift! ^a^ticulai^ business, and Mrs. Lee said 
tf Loii^im ^ri^uld cdiM oh Thursday next, 
she should take care to be dl-sengaged. Mrs. 
Lee said " I was going to write you a note not 
to C0IH6' to day, but I feared you would not 
iWdive it -early enough to prevent it.'* Lou- 
doun took his leave of Mrs. Lee arid Siaid thaf 
^he might expect him ou Thursday. 

ff • if • 

• fidu'dofiitf beitfg 6thef\vrse engaged on Thurs- 
day, wrpt? the. following note to Mrs. Lee. 



Mr. Loudoim H, Gordon presents his 
respects to Mrs. Lee, he is extremely sorry 
that the unfavourable state of the weather 
should have prevented him from having the 
honour of calling upon Mrs. I^ee this morniDg, 
which he hopes she will forgive. Mr. Gordon 
proposes calling upon Mrs. Lee on Sunday 
morning next 

Thursday, Januarys, 1804. 

On Friday Loudoun ;i:eceived the following 
letter by the post from. Mrs, Lee. 

DxAK Sir^ 

I .wa$ much surprized at not 
having the pleasure- of your company this 
morning, which I expected. I shall be at home 
both on Sunday and Monday next, and shall 
be happy to see you upon either of, those days. 
I am, 

Dear Sir, 

Yours truly, 

F. A. Lee, 
January 5, 1S04. 

This letter was sealed with red wax, the seal 
he i;i pression of the Anchor of Hope. 

aday morning, the 8th of January, 
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khowt one o'clock, Loudoun called upon Mrs. 
Lee; she complimented Loudoun upon his in- 
terpretation of her dream; some conversation 
about dreams was started by Mrs, X^e, Loudoun 
said, " that Mrs. Lee's dream, from the cir- 
cumstance of its being a morning dream, must, 
according to the antient poets, be a true 



one," 



** Post mediam noct«m cum somnia vera." 

Iiorace« 

Loudoun reminded Mrs. Lee of some b^U'^ 
tiful lines on the pleasure arising from dreams 
in Ovid's Epistle from Sappho to Phaon, as 
Mr. Pope had translated it, beginning 

*^ O Digbt, more pleasing than the brightest day, 
When Fancy gives what absence takes away; 
And drest in all its visionary charms. 
Restores my fair deserter to my arms." &c« 

Loudoun said that Brutus was probably 
sleeping when the phantom which is said to 
have called itself hid evil genius, appeared to 
him. Loudoun asked Mrs. Lee whether she 
ever heard of Alexander's dream; Mrs. Lee 
begged Loudoun to relate it He said, ^^ that 
Alexaader had a remarkable dream before he 

£ S 
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undertook the conquest of Persia; a phantom 
habited in the dress of the Jewish High Priest, 
• having appeared to him during sleep, and as- 
sured hbi of success. When Alexander ap- 
proached Jerusalem, the High. Priest, followed 
by many others, went out to meet him^ and to 
iji>plore the clemenQy of. the Conqueror, whot 
prostrated himself before the High Priest, and 
tlien Alexander related his dream. ** Loudoun 
added, that ** Augustus paid so much deference 
to dreams, that he was not indifferent to what 
others dreamed about him." Mrs. Lee seemed 
to agi'ce with Loudoun, that it was not im- 
possible that dreams might be sent us for useful 
purposes. 

Mrs. Lee said, " Loudoun, I have some- 
thing, very particular^ to communicate to you;" 
Loudoun asked her what it was ; Mrs. Lee said^ 
'^ that 'she thought it right to caution Loudoun 
in time against becommg enamoured of her; 
she therefore requested Loudoun, whenever he. 
came to see her^ to suppose that she was old 
and ugly ; that she waa unconscious of bejifig' 
tiithar, aiul thec8£br<; it va& the more likely tha* 
as Loudoun was young, be might be ensnared 
by her attractions.'* 

. Loudoun^ who bad lo»g conceived an- aiftc^ 
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tion for Mrs. Lee, replied, ^* that her.cauticm 
he had no doubt was intentionally goodj but. 
happily he hoped for himself it was too late, as 
his happiness was already in her hands; that 
from his childhood he had fever retained a pe* 
euliar penchant for Mrs. Lee ; he called to h^t 
iremembrance some of their childish endear- 
ments, and ended by saying that hfe had ac- 
counted that one of the most utihappy days of 
his life on which he heard of Mrs. Lee's mar- 
riage, which had placed tlie object bf his af- 
fections into the arms of another," Mrs. Lee 
asked Loudoun "how he had become acquainted 
with the circumstance of her marriage," and said 
that "he was too yoiing to have conceived any 
other than ft childish affection for her, when 
they had formerly lived together at his mother's. " 
l<oudoun replied, that ** the affection ivhich he 
conceived for, and expressed to Mrs. Lee rn his 
earlier days, was unalterable.*' Mrs. Lee then 
ackii(>wiedged that her affectioit for Loudoun 
was reciprocal, and that " she loved him." 
Mrs. Lee said, " what is it you propose to 
yourself;" leaning at the same time over the 
table, and taking hold of one of Loudoun's 
hands, " do you wish to live with me in this 
house? if you did wish it, you could not, for 
my husband resides within two streets of me." 
Loudoun rq:)lied; " he had fixed on Ao positive 

r< ^^ 
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plan:" and at that time arose from his cliait-, 
and frequently saluted and embraced Mrs. Lee. 
Mrs. Lee appeared pleased at this, anti it wat 
evident that Loudoun and Mrs. Lee had a mu- 
tual affection for each other, which it vj.* 
equally the wish of both to indulge. Mrs. Lee 
asked Loudoun '* what the world would say if au 
union between them was to take place?" Lou- 
doun replied in the language of Pope— 

" Lore free as air at sight of human tiei. 
Spreads its light wiogt, and in a moment flies." 

Mrs. Lee said, " So you really wish me to 
become your pretty little mistress?" Loudoun 
rcpUed, " human ties forbid you to be any 
thing else at present than the mistreds of my 
soul." Some other conversation passed on this 
subject, which is immaterial. 

Mrs. Lee asked Loudoun if he had ever read 

Hawkins Browne's Poem on the Immortality of 

the Soul. As Loudoun had not read it, she 

produced amanuscriptin her own hand-writing, 

■with some extracts from that poem, and which 

loun to read to her,' after hav- 

les, she told him, if he wished 

tracts home, and read them at 

doun then -arose and wished 



Mrs; Lee good moriiing, after Kaving saluted 
her : he had been with Mrs. Lee without any 
third person being present about two hours: 
she appointed some future day for him to call. 

• 

' About eleven o'clock the same night, the 8tli 
of January, 1 804, Loudoun rapped at Mrs. 
Lee's door, and the man-servant who opened 
it said, that his mistress was gone to bed: 
Loudoun intended to have seen her, but finding 
that she was in bed, left word that he should 
caU in the morning. 

On Monday morning, the 9th of January, 
about twelve o'clock, Loudoun called upon 
Mrs. Lee, at her house in Bolton Row ; David- 
son, the female servant, who opened the door 
to Loudoun, put into his hands the following 
nete from Mrs. Lee. 

, " I can only attribute the rash action which ^ 
you committed last night to intoxication; it is' 
therefore impossible for me to see you until I 
receive an apology; indeed unless you intend 
to visit mc as the friend of your infancy, per- 
haps it would be better, just at present, if you' 
were to discontinue all personal intercourse. 
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In conseqiience ef tl)i^ ^^■U .Lou4oup 4i4 Vf)( 
e^cpress a wish to see ^[f. X^^. 

Jn, the evening of thp s^ipe dity,; ^^dovip f^> 
turned to Mrs, Lee's house, between seven and 
^ght o'clock, and gsrf ^ her p^fuirserv^Ut vho 
opened the door, tl^ foUpwing Jettec tpv Mr«, 
jiCe; the servant g^id Jiis inistress .was Vetjr 
miwell, and woul^not.h?;^ Jpise^ ^y _<?ag, 

; .Ptli JtfiqMa^. 1804* : 

Dear Madam, ■ :; ■ , ^ ' ^ 

You do me justice by at- 
tributing the r^h /^ctiqn vfhfp^l unhappily 
(jopimitted 1^^ pight tp int^ieftti^ft !, 1. J Jfliabi 
tp?tIc^tiop of x"iy fPulj ; Mft4*nl-rrJ iii\a<llt.fl^ 
brother's lodgings ^y H>yself, atid ^Fftpjc *« 
wine, as he wa^ fifopi hpwie i hut I had d^'^nfe 
too freely in the morning of .(h^ aWftt .^pljcifl** 
potion which 1 shall ever taste^ not to feel its 
effects, which i^ilJ, b,? fajjj, ip^fgd, ; .^cuM Jhey 
occasion your lafi^ng4ispif^«t&;'; ■; 

I'orgiye, Malawi, , thft wly- actjoA q£ nsy lifo 

wWfrh cLaii o^na^jpfl yQ^j, ajig^r • do «ot idrTver 

p but ^99 mo, aadllieafrtnet^wi 

Dear Madam, 

lost wietshed servant, 

L. H. GORDON. 
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As soon as Mrs. Ltc had read tliis letter, she 
«etit to request Loudoun to walk up stairs. 
When thp servant had gOne out of the drawing* 
fooili, LoudoHn kndt doAvn upon one knee, took 
hold of Mi*s. Lee's hand, ' and looked earnestly 
hi^ hfe!^ f^e: Mrs. Lee laughed^ at sp tragi-comicJ 
an attitude, and said "Loudoun, it was not 
fcind'^of yott to call in tlie evening; why did 
ydn eome so late?*' . LcAidouiu seeing JVifrsj 
Let% i^OCkl' humour, and that his tetter hacJ 
been a sufficient- apology, kissed her* hand and 
arose. Loudoun could account for his conduct 
ki no other way than -by that expressed in his 
lfet*er which she had just read. A taWa it thb 
tline divided* them 5 Mrs. liete s^i*to Loudoun 
*f move* vo»r c'hah:'^' she at the same tim«' 
moved ter own, and the chairs in which 
Loiiftdoun! and Mrs. Lee sat, came in conse*^ 
qfueace close togetlier. A'fter ewlearing sahi- 
taftiaAs i' adi embraces ■ ' which frequently sue* 
ocsded iaoh^tberdiAring three hours^tbe whole 
plaii of oio^mout was. matured by mutual con* 
sent.. Loudoun proposed a joui^ney into. Wales; 
Mrs. Lee askfcd if *^he meant to take her to a 
Weteh innji' the^' thoiigbt of whiieli she appeared 
to di^likp ? he replied that -^'heitould endeavour 
to proenre a cottage for lieK" Mrs. Lee said *^$h6 
hoped that Loudoun would succeed;"* hea^ked 
her n^het'h^r she meant to takis her ser vjints Svith . 
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her : Mrs. Lee said, " Oh, no ! I, can travel 
m^ithout servants, and we can procure Wekh 
servants when we are at our journey's end.^' 
Mrs. Lee said, ^^ that the elopement must be 
contrived without the knowledge of her own 
servants, especially as Davidson, the female 
servant, had lived in Mr. Lee's family," who, 
Mrs. Lee hinted, was a spy upon her ' conduct, 
and that she had taken Davidson out of Mr. 
Lee's family, to shew them that her contbict waiT 
such as not to fear the eye of scrutiny. 

Little did Mrs. Lee then imagine th^t I 

« 

should ever, know, so much of her prior conduct 
as has since unhappily for myself comfe to my 
knowledge. Loudoun asked Mrs. Lee whether 
she intended to retain her present establish* 
ment when she left London; Mrs. Lee said, 
** that she was paying two hundred and fifty 
pounds a year for her house in BoltoA Row, 
and that, as well as. the servants, would be an. 
unnecessary expence." Mrs. Lee then took a 
book bound with morocco leather and which 
had steel clasps; when opened, Loudoun ob^ 
sjerved it to be partially filled with her own 
hand-wtiting. Mrs. Lee looked for a particu-> 
lar passage, and pointed out to Loudoun. the. 
following words : "It is my determination to 
pas; the remainder of my life in the society pf , 
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a male corripanion, and with him to follow the 
plan of a sect in Germany, who lead a mo- 
nastic life, with the exception of celibacy/* 
After Loudoun had read that passage, she said 
"you see how unnecessary it will be to keep 
this house and my servants, and therefore it 
would be better to discharge them, with the 
exception of Sarah Hunt, my cook, who has 
been with me for six years, and to whom I am 
much attached." Mrs. Lee expressed her 
dislike of Davidson. Tlie plan about the houses 
and servants, being so far arranged, it was 
agreed that the cook should remain to take 
charge of the house in Bolton Row during Mrs* 
Lee's absence, until some definitive arrange- 
ment could be made. Mrs. Lee said that there 
was one material obstacle to the completion of 
their expedition, and that was, that " she had 
no money, as her dividends would not become 
due until the ensuing month (February)*" 
Loudoun removed that objection, by saying 
that ^* he had fiinds adequate to the purpose**' 
Mrs, Lfee seemed pleased at this information: 
Ix>udoun then proposed bringing a post-chaise 
to-morrow (Tuesday, the 10th of January), 
for the purpose of setting out for Wales: Mrs. 
Lee asked, " why he wished to be so precipitate,** 
and said " you must have some presentiment of 
something evil about to befal me, by wishing 
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to execute our elopement so hastily. " Loudoun 
assured Mrs. Lee that he had no such pre- 
sentiment, and said, *'that when he proposed 
an immediate elopement^ he was convinced from 
her own coi^fession, it was only what she her- 
self wished, and that she had too much good 
»qnse ncrt to lay aside dull forms and prudish 
ceremonies in the conclusion of an aifair which 
was «o intimately connected with their mutual 
happiness.** Mrs. Lee Allowed the truth of 
Loudoun -s observation, and promised to raise 
BO obstacle to prevent the execution of the 
proposed scheme; but she said that "Loudourt 
must be aware of the difSculty of screening her 
consent to the elopement from her servants, 
and that she had some arrangement^ to make 
first, and that it would be necessary for her to 
consult a male friend about those arrangements. " 
Mrs, Lee described her situation to Loudoun^ 
and which she depicted as being insupportable. 
Locrdou^ 'from htt own description had every 
' reason to suppose that she \^s very unhappy; 
and pointed out the propriety of her confiding 
in some male companion, upon whose bosmH 
she cook! Jay her head, an<l to whom she might 
impart the sorrows of her heart, which he. smA 
he had reas:on to fear were too bitter for her tA 
bear, but which when divided into separate 
channels would alleviate th^ burthen that sb<* 




was then ready to sink under* Mrs.. l«ee fdH 
upon Loudoun's neck and embmced him. 

Mrs. Lee. read Loudomi the constracttoti 
which she herself had put upon the dream; it 
began in the following wi»rda: " Some imme-< 
diate and material change Ls about to take phtiee 
in my situation," This change Mrs. Lee said 
** could allude to nothing less than her union 
with Loudoun :" the remainder of thi^ interpre- 
tation he has forgotten ; but Loudoun observed 
to Mrs. Lee that she had been kind enough to 
elucidate it veiy favourably to their mutual 
wishes. 

Mrs. Lee asked ^^ what Loudoun's mother and 
* Xockhait would think of their elopement " ** He 
replied, that he could not possibly tell'' Mrs. 
X4ee repeated several times during the evening, 
^^ What then» you really wish me tq beeome 
your little mistress ?" the answer was invariably 
^' the mistress, of my soul, Mrs. Lee," 

' Mrs.. Lee said, ^' She was convinced that 
JMudoun's mouther would highly disapprove, of 
her conduct, and his too, when she heard of 
the alopement.; and. said that Mrsi Gordon ha4 
ths most unattemble opinibns with regard to 
viiibiet; that. »he: used sometimesi. in order 1a^' 
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tcaze Mrs. Gordon^ to observe that "she (Mrs^. 
Lee) conceived there was no sin in the com- 
mission of fornication." Mrs. Lee said that 
** Mrs. Gordon always rebuked her wannly, and 
ordered Mrs. Lee to read instantly a certain 
chapter in the New Testament, denouncing 
punishment for the sin of fornication." 

Loudoun said, " that he wished before he left 
Mrs. Lee, to have a promise that she would 
perform her intention of eloping, (as she said it 
was impossible for them to reside together in 
London, ) and fix the day for that purpose ; he 
requested that it should not be delayed beyond 
Saturday." Mrs. Lee promised " to raise no ob- 
stacle in the way of the elopement ; and that if 
Loudoun would give her until next Thursday 
(the 12th of January) to arrange every thing, 
she would upon that day fix a time for their 
feaving London.". During the last three hours 
Mrs. Lee*s and Loudoun's chairs had been close 
together; the intervals of cessation in conver- 
sation were filled up by mutual and warm em- 
braces. About eleven o'clock, Loudoun rose 
to wish Mrs. Lee good night; she presented 
Loudoun with her pocket handkerchief, and he 
gave Mrs. Lee his own in return. It is to be 
remarked that the handkerchief which Mrs. 
Lee gave to Loudoun was marked L. 9 : the 
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number niiie is a perfect number ; nine is also 
a mystic number, representing perfection, and 
no doubt alluded to Mrs. Lee's perfect love and 
submission to Loudoun; Mrs. Lee has made 
some proficiency in the knowledge of the ab- 
struse sciences. 

«« that handkerdittf 
Did an i£gyptian to my mother give: 
3he was a charmer, and could almost read 
The thoughts of people. She told her, while she kept it| 
'T would make her amiable, and subdue my father 
Entirely to her love; but, if she lost it, 
Or made a gift of it, my father's eye 
Should hold her loathly, and his spirits should hunt 
After new fancies : She, dying, gave it me ; 
And bid me, when my fate would -have me wive 
To give it her. I did so: and take heed on't. 
Make it a darling like your precious eye ; 
To losc't or giv't away, were such perdition. 
As nothing else could match. 

There is magic in the web.*^ 

On Tuesday Afternoon Loudoun wrote the 
following letter to Mrs. Lee. 

January 10, 1804- 
Mt Dsar Madam, 

You have indeed put my 
-fortitude to the te$t, by commanding me to 
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absent myself for two whole days fVoin all that 
IS dear to me; in tbi» instancf , as in every other,; 
I shall submit myself to your better judgm«»t 
and discretion; fly, fly away ye sluggish hows^ 
that I may behold tlve only object in tbi» warld 
worthy of my contemplation and acWratioB. 

I eatm&t tliis- letter to the penny post for 
fear of exciting . Mispkios^ wheie i^t mayf be 
fatal* . 

Thdiik of m% ajpd jbeliev& m^ to be^ . 
My dearest Madanay 
Your fiiidifHl and .affectionate, . 

L. IJ. Gordo^.'f' 

% 

♦ Mrs. Lee in her conversation with .me on Monday 
night the 9th of January,' expressed her fear of what roiglit 
happen, meaning' her d^d' of my Bemg killed' iti a diii^l m 
consequence of va^ ekipeteeft* with her; ^he tvid) thaft ^^^tJke 
should require the, most ample proteotion." The time of 
leaving Londpn, independant of the above,, is an additiooi^l 
reason for having pistols; And Fet me ask tHc^ reader, male 
or female, what man is so ineauttoa^ a^ tO' elope With* 'k 
woman without pistols*;, and' Whai. mftNried'Vfoman would 
be willing to go, unless she had previous knowledge of his 
, having them for her protection ? 

a < 

As a proof that the elopement wasagreed'upota dft Mbnday 
nighty the 9th of January, I lay before tbe public the following 
memorandum, accompanying the present of a brace of piflojsy 
which Lockhart gave to me on W%dnesdW 4feri^litg tltr 
iithof Jamuurjr* 
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On Wednesday Evening Loudoun received 
tlie following letter from Mrs* Lee. 

" You have drawn a true and faithful 
picture of nay situation, but you have pro- 

r 

^^ Let' it' be indelibly impressed on your mind, that the 
trifling present which accompanies this letter, ivas given 
you for the protection of your own honour,^ andtiie defence 
of an injured woman, who deserves your love, and com- 
mands your respect, by sacrificing every thing desirable in 
this world, for the sake of your society. Never argue, 
never dispute; avoid a first quarrel as you would a pestilence; 
sleep in differet\t beds; never dress in the same room; 
observe the most scrupulous delicacy at all times and upon 
ail occasions; exijoy, but do not abuse, the mystic rights of 
Venus. 

Believe that this advice is given you from an earnest 
wi^ for your future happiness, and is the result of much 
observation. This is the last time that I shall ever give you 
my advice unasked fo r ■■ v ive valeque." 



Loudoun related the above letter to Mrs. Lee, on Sunday 
night In the post chaise ; when he repeated ^^ by sacrificing 
every thing desirable in this world for the take of your 
society,*' Mrs. Lee said ** then you allow Lockhart that I 
sacrifice every thing for the s^e of Loudoun's society.'^ 
Lockhart answered, " Mr^ Lee you must depend on your- 
selves for society." 

This letter is another convincing proof that it was not 
Lockhart's intention to participate in the elopement, had 
not Mrs. Lee by her artful letter of the i ith, and invitation 
of the rath of January, induced him afterwards to do so. 
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posed strange means of alleviating it. By my 
consenting to your proposal you will gain 
much, and I shall lose the little which I still 
possess; neither your age nor your situation 
will be able to afford me that, protection and 
support which will be necessary. Consult your 
heart, consult your reason,. and let me know 
the result. If pleasure were my object, neither- 
my mind nor body are at present in a ti|a?ti^\ 
which would make the enjoyment of it desirable' . 
to me. You must be well aware of the opinion 
which the world will form of you and me.. 
You say that you are my friend, prove it by 
the sacrifice of a youthful passion. When you 
were a boy I perceived in you generous senti- , 
ments, let me see that time. has not destroyed, 
but matured them. You say that you will 
submit to my better judgment and discretion, 
I now exact from you the fulfilment of your 
promise. * My determination is fixed, and 
those who will hot second it are not my friends. 
Communicate this letter to your brother aiid 
believe me to be, -%• . - 

Vpurs truly, 

F. A. Lee* 
January 11,. 1 804. 

In consequence of the . above, Loudoun 
called upon Mrs. Lee with the two following 
letters. 
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,My Dearest Madam, 

If you assent to my 
proposition, I shall gain an inexhaustible source 
of felicity; you will lose the pity of the ignor, 
rant and the prejudiced. The protection that 
I have to offer you Madam, is the strength* of 
body and piihd, the courage and the life of a 

.man, not unused to danger. My age. Madam, 

, -BtifBl^een matured by adversity, the only 
sch^bol of true philosophy; my situation, though 
it is not what I could wish, nor what my edu- 
cation and birth might havfe led me to expect, 
is rendered l6ss irksome, by the possession and 

.enjoyment of that inestimable treasure, mens 
conscia recti, which can neither be purchased 
Dor stolen. I have i:onsulted my heart, and 
would have plucked it out had it dared to think 
you less than the most perfect of human beings, 
I have consisted my reason in a low, but clear 
voicCj it whispered praise. Pleasure, name it 
not my heart, for I have found no traces of 
you imprinted there. If the union of conge- 
nial souls can. be rendered more complete by 
the union of their bodiciJj obey Madam the first 
mandate of God and of nature, or tremble at 
the thoughts of your disobedience. The world 
Madam is unworthy of you ; the false opinion 
which it will probably fonn with regard to your 
conduct, will never be able to shake your con- 



stancy or fortitude. lii 6bediexice to ydftf 
commands I have corhmunicated your letter to 
my brotlier; he respects, he adiriifJ^s you, and 
lie says that he will protect you ht the hazard 
of Ills life and fortune's. I can fee!, though 1 
cannot express what I am to you, Aiofe thati 
that I am, 

My Dearest Aladam, 

Your ^hcere atid affectionate, 

L. H. Gordon. 

My Dear MAt)Air, • 

I consent ^ith all my heart 
to ev^ry thought, word and expression coil- 
tamed in Ldiidoun's answer to ydur lettet, 
'which you did me the honour to desire him to 
comniuhicaf e to hie. If Lotidoun deceives you 
Mrs. Lee, 1 will Certainly blow hfs brains out, 
and then we shall both be ^ernally dinined as 
we shall most richly dei^rve. Strong feelings 
burst the fetters of cere'moiiy,* and -e^j^ress 
themselves in the untutored language of nature. 
Mrs. Lee will find in Lockhart Gordon a friend 
who has a head to conceive, a heart to feel, 
and a hand to execute whatever may conduce 
to Mrs. Lee's happiness. 

I have the honour to be,. 8cc. 

L. Gordon. 

William Martin the ftian-servant iinmediately 





that Mrs. Lee had. read the two letters, camp 
ii^tpi the dining foon) and said that bjs Mistresji 
desiffi^ LpudQun tq walk up stairs. Lpudoui^ 
went info the Dxawing Ropn;i and sahited Mrs.' 
Lef- Mr§. I^ee said that ^e liad consulted 
tjie njalip fri$p4 ?hp ha^ sppken of to j4>udoun^ 
t}xe Ja^t tinjje hie >r§ Fith her, ia^Ijo had dissuad- 
ed hpr fropi .elppi^g;, m something, like the' 
following words. ^' If you stand yqMY ^roijnd 
you are acting a proper part ; but if you take 
the st«p of elopement you will let thje hell- 
hounds loose upon you." A good deal of 
conversation, which Loudoun has forgotten, 
then passed about the elopement^ bjx^t ^t 
eoxiyia^^d him thpt Mp- Lee was as willing 
to ua^ejtake the expedition as she bad exprejsSeti 
herself to h^ pu the preqeding Monday. Lou- 
doun frequently ^a1\ited Mrs. J-.ee, aijd once 
got up and shewed ber the passj[ige in the letter, 
beginnip^ "If the union," which ,she did not 
attCQipt to ,re^te. ' Mrs. Lee theil requested 
Loudoun to go and see her picture at Mr. 
Cosway's the painter before he next -came t6 
see. her^ Loudoun said to Mrs. l^ee ." unless 
the elopement takes j)lace ^oon,. you must nev^ r 
expect tiQ sqe;ne again." Mrs. Lee promised 
rthat there was every probability th^t she should 
.be ablje to ^o soon, aud then invited Loudoun 
jto^diTjk^ej pij the ensuing Sun4ay, and requested 

f3 



, 70 

him to get his brother Lockhart to accompany 
him, and then they would talk over on that 
day and settle the matter. Upon this condition 
iLoudoun accepted the invitation, and when 
Lockhart returned home from dining out the 
same night, Loudoun told Lockhart of Mrs, Lee's 
engagement. After much persuasion Lockhart 
consented to accompany Loudoun at dinner 
with Mrs. Lee, 

Loudoun wrote the following note on Thurs- 
day night to Mrs, Lee. . 

My Dearest Madam, 

Lockhart will do himself 
the honour of accompanying me at dinner Mdth 
you on Sunday next at four o'clock. 
I have the honour to be, 

My dearest Madam, 
Your most sincere and affectionate, 

L H. Gordon, 

• * 

January 12, 1804, 

On Sunday the 15th of January, between 
four and five o'clock in the afternoon, Lock- 
hart and Loudoun Gordon went to Mrs. Lee's 
house in a hackney coach, and were admitted 
by the man-servant, who announced them to 
Mrs. Lee in the drawing room, where she was 
sitting with the window open; after the usual 
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expressions of civility, Lockhart asked Mrs. Lee 
if she usually sat with the window open at that 
time of the year ; she replied, that " she thought 
it a very warm day;" however Lockhart shut 
the window, not being of so warm a constitution 
as Mrs. Lee. Mrs. Lee said to Lockhart '* were 
you not very much surprised at the communi- 
cation Loudoun made to you?" Lockhart said 
that *^he was not surprised at any thing so 
natural;" he added /'we shall not have time 
to discuss the subject before dinner, and had 
therefore better defer it till afterwards." Mrs, 
Lee said that "she had ordered the dinner an hour 
later on purpose that there might be time enough 
for the discussion before dinner." Further 
conversation about the elopement then took 
place. Mrs. Lee said "that in a year Loudpun 
would be running all over the town after 
other women;" Loudoun replied, "Your beauty 
Madam is a sufficient security against that." 
Lockhart said "I think the best thing you 
can do is to go out of town in a post chaise 
thi$ evening." Mrs. Lee laughed; the man 
servant announced dinner, which put an end to 
the conversation. Loudoun handed Mrs. Lee 
down stairs to the eating room, the conversation 
was general during the time of dinner. Mrs, 
Lee hobbed a nob, as it is vulgarly called, with 
Xockhart, by placing the bottom of her glasji 

f4 
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bfl the top of Lockhart's, and vice versft ; the 
same ceremony was repeated with Loudoun, 
and no doubt was symbolical of the union 
which it was then Mrs. Lee's intention to coni- 
plete that night. 

Some jests past during dinner, when the 
servant was absent, alluding to the state in 
which Mrs, Lee and Loudoun had screed to 
live in. Common place conversation took 
place after dinner j the bottle circulated pretty 
freely ; about seven o'clock Lockhart took out 
Jiis watch and said " the post chaise will be here 
presently;" Mrs. L^e asked what post chaise? 
Lockhart replied " the post chakse in which you 
and LDudoun are going into Wales," Mrs, 
Lee laughed in a girlish way, and said to Lou- 
doun '^ is he in earnest ?" Loudoun replied *' yes 
he is and I am glad of it, for we now shall be 
enabled to accomplish what we mutually wish, 
but want resolution to effect," Lockhart said 
^^ Loudoun you have a trifling present to give 
Mrs, Lee; cotne and fetch it," He went round 
the table and Lockhart gave him a ring, and 
told Loudoun to put it on Mi's. Lee's 46nger; 
Lockhart said to Mrs, Lee ** it is the only pledge 
of aifection which he now has it in his power 
to givey a6." Mrs. Lee refused to accept the 
ring ; Loudoun did not even pr^ss her to take 



7S 

• 

it; the ring remained upon the table. Some 
conversation which has escaped Loudoun then 
took place, when Lockhart said, *' we are fully 
prepared for the journey,, for we liave pistols 
for your protection.'^ Mrs. Lee then rose from 
her chair and felt Lockhart's pockets ; he took 
out a pistol to prove the truth of what he said 
to Mrs. Lee, and put it again into his pocket. 
Lockhart requested Mrs. Lee to put her riding 
habit on, and procure some linen which she 
would require on the journey ; however Mrs* 
Lee declined doing so. Mrs. Lee ran round 
thetaJble and felt Loudoun's pockets; Lockhart 
desired Loudoun to go and see whether the 
post chaise was ready; when Loudoun went 
out of the room Mrs. Lee wished to follow him; 
Mrs. Lee went up stairs, after having rang the 
bell, which the man servant answered. Lou- 
iJoun in a few minutes came into Lockhai-t, 
and, said the chaise was ready ; Lockhart desired 
Loudoun not to leave Mrs. Lee alone, but to 
go up to her into the drawing room ; Loudoun 
as he went up stairs, heard Mrs. Lee desire the 
man-servant to reque^ Mr. Lockhart Goixion 
to come into the drawing room. Loudoun 
went to Mrs. Lee, who was kneeling upon a 
chair, withherface to thebackofit; he saluted 
Mrs. Lee repeatedly, and embraced her. Lou- 
doun said ** come Mrs. Lee there is no time to 
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be lost,, pray put on yo'ur habit and take those 
thingswhichyouwill more immediately require." 
Mrs. Lee said "I cannot go; I am not pre- 
pared." After some further conversation, in 
which Mrs. Lee displayed that reluctance which 
was to he expected when the eyes of her servants 
were upon her, Lockhart came into the drawing 
room, and Loudoun said the chaise is ready. 
Lockhart said "come Mrs. Lee let us go." 
Mrs. Lee then walked towards the door of the 
drawing-room, when she observed Davidson, 
the female servant coming towards her, and 
Sarah Hunt the cook. Davidson came and 
took Mrs. Lee's hand and said " my Mistress 
shall not go out of her house ;" however Mrs. 
Lee did go out, having walked vei-y quietly 
down stairs, through the passage and into the 
post chaise, which was fifty yards from her 
door. The two female servants made a great 
outcry, ignorant that their Mistress was a 
party concerned. Lockhart took a pistol out 
of his pocket to prevent the foolish women 
making a noise; at which they were so alarmed 
that they neither knew what they did nor said. 
As Loudoun and Mrs. Lee were walking towards. 
the chaise, they met a man, who afterwards 
proved to he Lord Stair's coachman, to whom 
Mrs. Lee said, " Who are you, do you know 
me?" She repeated the question, and then 
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turned to Loudoun and asked him whether he 
knew whom he was. Loudoun said he did not, 
and it did not signify. Mrs. Lee appeared to; 
fear it might be a servant of some neighbour, 
who might recognize her. After they were in 
the post-chaise, she asked Loudoun whether he 
had shut the door of her house. Loudoun re- 
plied, "I left Lockhart there." He then look- 
ed out of the post-chaise door, and saw Lock- 
hart coming from Mrs. Lee's with Loudoun's 
great coat ; so little did Lockhart think that 
Mrs. Lee was serious in the^ opposition 
which she affected to make in her house. As 
soon as Lockhart got into the chaise he told 
the post-boy to drive on, or he would shoot 
him; a phrase which Lockhart, from having 
been a great sportsman,' is very apt to make 
use of. Mrs. Lee's servants were at that time 
bawling out in the street, and Loudoun was 
fearful would obstruct . Mrs. Lee's intended 
elopement 

Before the post-chaise arrived at Tyburn 
Turnpike, Mrs. I^e said, " Do not I support 
my presence of mind wonderfully well.^" The 
<5onversation then became general respecting 
the conduct of the servants ; Mrs. Lee said, 
*^ there was no fire in the drawing-room, and 
asked whether we had told her servants not to 
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make dne there." Lockhart assured her "that 
we had said nothing to apy of them about the 
plan of elopement" Mrs. Lee requeRtcd that 
all the windows of the p06t-ch;iige might b^ vpi 
observing at the same time, " that as we were 
all young, our breath would not be ofieasivc to 
each other." Loudoun sat next to Mrs. Lee, 
who before tJiey had travelled far, ejnbraced 
Loudoun. When they were about four ©r five 
allies from London, Loudoun felt Mrs. I^e at- 
tempting to take the ring off his finger, which he 
had before offered to her in the diniag-ropm : 
Loudoun took the ring from Mrs. hee, when 
she had taken it off his finger, and Was going; 
to put it upon the fourth finger of bier righit- 
hand, li^en she said, "Pugh! you are gpjflg 
to put it on the wrong hand;" she took thfl 
ring from Loudoun, and put it upon ^the finger 
of her left hand, which is appropriated to iljtf 
marriage ring, and said *' In .coiKupJiance with 
the custom of the world I consent to wear thjf 
ring." Lockhart said, " I hope, the* ring fits 
yon, Mrs. Lee?" She said, ■' Vep it does." 
Lockhart replied, *' it is a good omen." Mr^. 
Lee mentioned her having' a ring upofflher m,ai> 
riage finger, which represented ft aerpenjt wit^ 
onth. 

after Mrs. Lee had put the rin|r 
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upon lier finger, Lockhart observed her letting 
down the window, and flinging something out 
of it; he asked, " What have you thrown away, 
Mrs, Lee?" she replied, "My necklace; it ha3 
a bag of camphor suspended to it, which was 
my charm against sensual pleasure; but as I 
have no longer any occasion for it, do not you 
think that I am right in flinging it away," 
Loudoun replied, "certainly." 

Lockhart said that he should return to Lon- 
don from Uxbridge that night Mrs, Lee then 
said, " it will be infamous in you if you do; 
as you have commenced the journey with 
us, you are in duty bound to continue it ; the 
>jrorld will iiever forgive you for deserting us 
now, " Mrs, Lee would not hear of Lockhart's 
intention to return to London, Lockhart re- 
plied, " I never intended to have gone with 
you; I have no cloaths; my presence is abso- 
lutely necessary in London, to consolidate my 
interest, which I ^m making for a living; and 
I must appear at a ball to-morrow night" 
Mvs. Lee said, " I suppose you intend to tell 
fill the pretty misses at the ball that I have 
doped w^ith Loudoun." Lockhart said, " How 
<5an you suppose that I could be guilty of such 
an action ; for my own interest you may be well 
j^fisured of my silence on the subject" Mrs. 
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Lcc sRid, " I am sure you can go to London 
for no other purpose but to let it be known 
that I have eloped with your brother." Lock- 
hart assured Mrs. Lee that she was mistaken in 
her ideas altogether; that it was to his interest 
as well as her's that the world should be igno- 
rant of the elopement. A long altercation took 
place between Lockhart and Mrs. Lee, during 
which Mrs. Lee insisted upon Lockbart's con- 
tinuing the journey into Wales, which at length 
drew from Lockhart a promise tliat " he would 
remain with them tliat night; and although it 
would annihilate _every prospect which he had 
in life, yet if she continued to insist upon it, 
he would go on with them into ^V"ales, rather 
tlian Mrs, Lee should have to accuse him of 
not consulting her happiness." 

At Uxbridge, Lockhart went into the inn^ 

■where he staid about twenty minutes ; Mrs, 

Lee and Loudoun remained in the post-chaise : 

she drank some porter, and when the other 

chaise was ready, it was at Mrs. Lee's request 

drawn up so closely to the one they were in, that 

Mrs. Lee was able to step from one into the other: 

jple employed in changing 

igej Mrs. Lee would not 

be brought near the post- 

; seen ; which precaution she 
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did not omit even at the turnpike gates. She 
also particularly charged them both not on any ac- 
count to » name the word Lee, so little did she 
wish that her elopement might be known : even 
in the post-chaise if the name of Lee happened to 
be mentioned by Lockhart or Loudoun, they met 
with a very severe rebuke ; and to ^ay the truth, 
Mrs. Lee used much more precaution than 
Loudoun, that they should not be traced by her 
husband. Lockhart proposed that Mrs. Lee 
should sleep at Wycombe, there being a good inn 
at that place : Mrs. Lee expressed a wish to go a 
stage beyond Wycombe, and said " however 
happy I miy be to-night, yet local circumstances 
will damp my pleasure at Wycombe j" alluding no 
doubt to the residence of her reputed father, which 
was at West Wycombe. 

Lockhart went to sleep, and when he awoke he 
observed, that Mrs. Lee was toying with Loudoun. 
Lockhart said, "Well, I see that neither of you 
will be able to hold out beyond Wycombe, so you 
had better resolve upon sleeping there. Mrs. Lee 
expressed a wish to g9 on to Tetsworth or Oxford 
that night. 



t 

They changed horses at Wycombe, where no- 
thing material happened : Mrs. Lee appeared very 
contented, and at one time went to sle^p. At the 
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time wc arrived at the inn at Tetsworth the mail 
and Worcester coach were there i the people of 
the inn were in bed, Mrs, Lee was handed out of 
the chaise by Lockhart and Loudoun : supper was 
ordered whilst Loudoun went to choose a bedr 
chamber, and to see the ,shects well aired, which 
Mrs. Lee had particularly requested him to do ia 
the post<-chaise. Mrs. Lee wished much to have 
some egg wine after supper i there were no eggs 
in the house; the chambermaid asked Mrs. Lee 
if she wished her bed made in any particular way : 
Mrs. Lee said, " put the mattress on the top of 
the feather-bed," Mrs. Lee eat a hearty suppers 
the conversation during supper was on the intend- 
ed use of the Pyramids of Egypt, on Grecian 
architecture, and Hicroglyphicks. Soon after 
supper Mrs. Lee went to bed* About twenty 
minutes after Mrs, Lee had gone to bed, Loudoun 
rang the bell, and told die chambermaid to go 
and see whether the lady wanted any thing; the 
chambermaid returned and told Loudoun that the 
lady said "she should be in bed in twenty minutes.'* 
The chambermaid came into the room where Lock- 
hart and Loudoun were sitting ; Lockh jirt desired 
her to be particularly attentive to Mrs. Lee j in 
consequence of which she again went to Mrs. Lee, 
knocked at the bed-room door, and asked her if 
she could do any thing for her. Mrs. Lee said} 
" I am not in bed yet, but you may tell the gen- 
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tkman to come td bed in ten minutes.** The 
chambermaid communicated Mrs. Lee*s mes- 
sage to Loudoun. About forty minutes after 
Mrs. Lee went to bed, Lockhart rang the bell> 
and desired the chambermaid to warm his' bedi 
he went up to his room and Loudoun with him. 
After they were in the bed-room, Loudoun sent 
the chambermaid for his portmanteau, and was a 
long time fumbling about the room, washing his 
teeth, &c. Lockhart wanted to go to bed, and 
said to Loudoun, ** if you do hot get out of the 
room 1 will shoot you," Loudoun wanted his 
dressing gown; Lockhart having had some expe- 
rience of the warmth of Mrs. Lee's constitution in 
the post-chaise, told Loudoun that he ought to be 
ashamed of not going to bed; and turning to the 
chambermsdd said, ^* Did you ever see a fellow 
make such a piece qf work about going to bed to 
his own wife?" At last Loudoun went to bed* 
-~Thc curtains were drawn.-— 

Monday, January 1 6th, Mrs. Lee had break- 
fitted before Lockhart and Loudoun came down* 
A long altercation took place between Mrs. Lee 
and Lockhart, in the course of which she called 
him a great scoundrel, fbr wishing to go to Lon- 
don, in order to amuse the pretty misses at the 
baU, he intended going to that evenings at her ex- 
pence. Lockhart endeavoured to convince Mrs. 
Lcc that he was obliged to return to London to 

G 
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make interest for a .family living which was likely 
to become vacant. At last Mrs. Lee gave j^luc- 
tant consent to Lockhart's returning to London^ 
but 'still believed that Lockhart intended to expose 
her, which no doubt induced her to send the fol- 
lowing letter to Davidson, her female servant. 
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No nK>ney, no cloaths, death or compliance.'* 



After Lockhart left Tetsworth, Mrs. Lee went 
into her bed-room, rang the bell, and desired the 
chambermaid to send up the mistress of the house 
to her. Mrs. Edmonds went to Mrs. Lee, who 
s^, " Can I place any confidence in you?" Mrs. 
Edmonds answered that she hoped she might. 

Mrs. Lee told Mrs. Edmonds that ^^ she had been 

* 

forced from her house in London by the two young 
men who came with her.*' Mrs. Edmonds ex- 
pressed her sorrow for Mrs. Lee's unhappy, situa- 
tion, and offered her any assistance that she might 
choose to have, and every accommodation that it 
was in her power to afford her. Mi:s. JLee said, 
'' Although you see me in this situation, you may 
be assured that I am a person of fortune and con- 
sequence; did you observf that g^i^tleman whp 
>yent away just now ? Pid he look like a clergy- 
man?*' Mrs. Edmonds replied^ ^' that she did not 
observe the gentleman particul^ly, and most g^n- 
demen wore their hair cropped, which made it 
difHpult to distinguish a clergymao." Mrs« I<ec 
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^ked whether Mrs. Edmonds had observed aay 
thing singular in his appearance or manner ? She 
said, ^^ No, the gehdeman looked grave.'* " He 
is mad (said Mrs. Lee) and very mad too.*' Mrs. 
Edmonds supposed that Mrs. Lee would not go 
any farther: *' O yes> said Mrs. Lee, I shall go 
on;*' which put an end to the extraordinary con- 
ference. Mrs. Lee put on her own gown and 
stockings, having worn some belonging to Miss 
Edmonds whilst they were washed $ she borrowed 
g shawl of Mrs. Edmonds, and set out very readily 
with Loudoun for Oxford. 

Lockhart desired Mrs. Lee to give him a not^ 
to her servants for her cloaths, which probably 
gave rise to a report of his holdmg a pistol in one 
hand and a draft in the other to Mrs. Lee for her 
signature \ a thousand lies . of the same tendency 
have been circulated with a view of rendering 
luoekhart's character infamous. 



Lockhart left Tetsworth between two at^d three 
o'clock on Monday afternoon; Loudoun then 
asked Mrs. Lee at what time she wished to set out 
pn their journey towards Gloucester; she replied 
** We had better dine here, and set out after din- 
ner ; I wish to tnlvel as much as possible by night." 
After dinner, Mrs. Lee, as before re)a€ed,went mto 
jier bedchamber to change her gown and stock« 

as 
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ings, which had been washed, where she staid 
about an hour; she came ^ain into the room^ 
where Loudoun was sitting, in apparent good hu- 
mour. The postrchaise being ready, Loudoun 
handed Mrs. Lee into it about half-past four: 
nothing material happened till they arrived at the 
King's Arms Inn, Oxford, where they changed 
horses, and ordered the post-boy to drive to Mr. 
Randall's, haberdasher, in the High Street, where 
a straw-bonnet, Wack veil and' shawl,' were pur- 
chased according to Mrs. Lee's wish. Mrs. Lee 
would neither go into the shop to examine the ar- 
ticles, nor suffer Mr. Randall to bring a candle to 
the post-chaise th^ she might see them. The 
bill being paid they went as.fer as Northkach thac 
night, having changed horses and the post-chai«e 
at Witney.. At the various turnpikes through 
which they passed, if the person who came for die 
toll brought a eandle, Mrs. Lee expressed her 
anger, so anxious was she ta travel unknown. 
Mrs. Lee desired Loudoun to choose a bed- 
chamber, and to see that the sheets were aired at 
Northfeach. Mrs. Lee cat very heartily at supper, 
iind drank egg wine enough to compensate for hc» 
not having been able to obtain any on die prtrce- 
ding night at Tetswqrth. During j^Jjer at 
Northkach, Mrs. Lee, wishing Loudoun and ber-^ 
self to be in private, told the servant-maid that 
she need not wait at table. About an hour afteif 
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simper Mrs. Lee went to bed; when the chamber* 
i&aid told Loudoun that Mrs. Lee was gone ^ to 
^d^ he went into a separate bed in Mrs. Lee's 
bedchamber. In the morning Mrs. Lee awoke 
Loudoun, and desired him to come into her bed^ 
which summons he readily obeyed. They break* 
fasted about twelve. Nothing material passed at 
Northleach, Mrs. Lee wished not to set out for 
•Gloucester till it was dark; however the post- 
chaise was ordered, and they set out about four 
o'clock for Cheltenham, where having changed 
horses they airived at the Bell Inn at Gloucesterj 
about seven o'clock on Tuesday evening. ' Mrs. 
Lee ordered dinner ^ Loudoun examined th& bed 
chamber and bed linen, as on the two pre<teding 
nights. Mrs. Lee went to bed about ten o'clock, 
4nd Loudoun soon foUpwed her. On Wednesday 
mommg Mrs. Lee got up in an exceeding good 
humour; she had slept the preceding night in one 
of Loudoun's shirts, whilst her own chemise wa^ 
washing. 

She promised Loudoun that she would rise 
early in Wales and take exercise on^ horseback 
before breakfast: their mode of life in Wales was 
settled. She said to Loudoun, '' in short I ex* 
{)ect to t>^ quite en ban point before I have been 
thctt many weeks^" he replied, •* it shall not be 
my fault if you are not ;*' she laughed at the 

a3 
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idea. Mrs. Lee frequcndy during the journeVV 
afked Loudoun if he thought Lockhart would, as 
he had promised, join them on Wednesday at 
Gloucester and bring her cloaths with him. Lou- 
doun constantly replied that " she might rely on it, 
that Lockhart held his promises and engagements 
too sacred not to keep them." Mrs. Lee appeared 
to expect Lockhart with much anxiety, and she 
frequently asked during Wednesday, at what hour 
the mail arrived at Gloucester. Mrs. Lee and 
Loudoun had a long conversation after breakfast ; 
she entered into a detail of her circumstances : she 
said that that she had a mortgage upon an estate 
in Ireland, the interest of which was badly paid; 
that she was confident from the knowledge which 
she had of Lockhart that he would readily have 
justice done her, and that she meant to communi- 
cate the particulars of that mortgage to Lockhart. 
She took a full review of her fortune, after which 
Loudoun said, ^' this is the first time Mrs. Lee 
that you have thought proper to enter so minutely 
into your pecuniary affairs, and I therefore wish you 
to understand that it is sufHcientfor me to know them ; 
but I have resolved to have no concern whatever in 
the management of your fortune." Mrs. Lee ob- 
served that Loudoun '^ must of course manage both 
herself and every thing relative to her. ' * Loudoun 
s^d, *^ if you think I can do justice to you by 
pointing out what may relieve your cares, I 4m 
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Nvilling to undertake die management of your 
person, but as to your fortune that must remain 
under your own controul." 

About two o'clock Loudoun went out of the 
room in which Mrs. Lee was sitting ; he returned 
in about ten minutes, and saw Mrs. Lee in the 
passage looking wild and frantic. The waiter of 
the Inn, and Miller the Bow Street Officer were with 
her. Davidson the female servant pointed out 
Loudoun to the officer-; Miller immediately came 
up to Loudoun and said "I have a warrar^t against 
you Mr. Gordon, I am told you have pistolss" 
Loudoun replied " you need not be frightened, my 
-pistols are locked up ahd the case is in n;iy chamber; 
if you have any thing to say to me pray follow me.'* 
Loudoun then took Mrs, Lee by the hand, and led 
her into the room, Loudoun read the walrant, and 
as soon as Mrs. Lee had read it, she took Loudoun's 
hand, and kissing it, said to Miller, the Bow 
Street Officer, "you rnust not take him away, 
(meaning Loudoun,) poor fellow, like a common 
felon; he has done nothing; it is too bad to ^nd 
a warrant after him ; it is a base and most unwar- 
rantable liberty/' Loudoun seeing the frahtic 
state of Mrs. Lee's mind, sent Davidson who was 
in the room, to procure some lavender drops, 
which Loudoun administered to. her, and endeav- 
oyred as much as possible to q^uict h^r fears with 

04 



88 

regard to himself. As soon as Mrs. Lee wais a 
little restored, the mail coach> which stops at 
the Bell Inn, where Loudoun and Mrs. Lee were 
at Gloucester, passed the window -, Mrs. Lee arose, 
opened the window and looked eagerly to see 
whether Lockhart, for whose arrival she had con* 
stantly expressed an anxious wish, was arrived in 
it; and not seeing Lockhart come out of the mail, 
she spoke ofherdisappointmentto Loudoun; which 
Miller, who had been all the time in the room, hear* 
ing, said ^'that he believed the person we were looking 
for Was not come." Mrs. Lee asked Miller how 
he knew whom we were looking for ?" He answered 
*' I suppose you expect Mr. Lockhart;" Mrs. Lee 
said "yes, where is he?" Miller replied that 
*'Xockhartwasin confinement." Mrs. Lee iap* 
peared astonished and grieved at the intelligence. 
She asked Miller "what he intended to do with 
Loudoun." Miller answered " Mr. Parkin gave 
me orders to bring Loudoun and yourself to Lon- 
don as soon as possible." As that was the case, 
Mrs Lee expressed a wish to have dinner before her 
departure from Gloucester; which was ordered. 
Mrs. Lee went into her bed chamber to dress 
herself; and Loudoun sent for his pistol case, which 
he gave into the charge of the Bow Street Officer. 
Loudoun recollecting that he had some bank notes 
in the pistol case, unlocked it before Miller, took 
them out, and was about to take some other papers 
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which were in the pistol case, when Miller took 
them and said " I have orders to take all papers 
from youi" *^ I understood at TetSworth that you 
wanted Mrs. Lee to sign some paper, Loudoun^ 
replied " yes I did want Mrs. Lee to sign a letter 
to her servants, at Tetsworth, for Lockhaft to take 
with him to London, that Mrs. Lee's servants 
might not refuse to let Lockhart have her cloaths j 
which she wished him to obtain for her; that i^ 
the only paper I ever asked Mrs. Lee to sign; 
the papers you found in the pistol case, you may 
read and put them into the fire if you choose, 
they contain nothing but the expences upon the 
road and the route/* Miller replied "he should 
burn nothing." Mrs. Lee came into the room 
and requested Miller to go outside the door that 
Loudoun and herself fhight converse privately for 
five minutes j this request Mrs. Lee repeated and 
was complied widi two or three times at Gloucester. 
-Mrs. Lee then said to Loudoun *' I am sorry to 
find from Davidson that tiiey (meaninghier servants) 
have taken the harshest measures in their power, 
fcut however keep up your spirits." Mrs. Lee 
made some other remarks and saluted Loudoun 
several times, when Miller camye into the room. 
They all three sat down to dinner together, and 
Mr§. Lee particularly requested Loudoun to eat 
hcartHy, which she said would give her much 
pleasure. A post coach and four was ordered that 
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they might set out after dinner. Mrs; Lee after 
having drank two glasses of rum and water, which 
Loudoun mixed at her request, said she was ready. 
During the dinner at Gloucester, Mrs. Lee said to 
Miller *' is it not shameful to send a warrant to 
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apprehend him, meaning Loudoun, I am sure 
nobody can look in his face and say that he is a 
rascal, and they certainly have acted to him as if 
he was one, by sending a Bow Street Officer after 
him." Miller replied " I never heard any one 
«ay he was a rascal nor docs he look like one." 
Just before dinner Miller wrote a letter, and Mrs* 
Lee said to him, when he was going to seal it, " you 
must let me see it," Miller then gave it to Mrs. 
Lee and she told Loudoun afterwards it was a letter 
to Mr. Parkin, saying that he had taken Loudoun 
into cu5»tody and that he should be in London to 
morrow, Thursday, with Loudoun and Mrs. Lee. 
Mrs. Lee, Loudoun, Millcr> and Davidson, set 
out in a post coach and four between four and five 
o'clock, from the Bell Inn, in which, after chang- 
ing horses at Northleach they went to Witney^ 
where Mrs. Lee was desirous of supper; they 
supped i the post coach could go no further. Mrs. 
Lee finding that we should be obliged to go on to 
Oxford in two post chaises, earmestly requested 
Miller to permit Loudoun apd herself to go in one^ 
whilst Davidson and Miller went in. the other. 
Miller would not consent to it, but offered to kt 
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them go in the same post-chaise together, provided 
he was also with them^ Loudoun thinking that 
Mrould render Mrs. Lee uncomfortable, advised 
her to go with Davidson, and that Miller and him- 
self would go in the other post-chaise. Mrs. Lee 
appeared to like the ale at Witney j Loudoun 
ordered two bottles of it to be put into the post- 
chaise for her. She made Loudoun eat heartily 
at supper. Before they lef^Witney, Mrs. Lee again 
begged Miller to let her converse privately with 
Loudoun J she said that " she wished as they were 
to be divided, that Loudoun wherever they stopped 
to change horses during the night would come 
into her post chaise." He did so at Oxford and 
at Tetsworth. They arrived at Tetsworth about 
five in the morning, and Miller told Mr. Edmonds 
"that Mrs. Lee loved Loudoun like her own 
dear eyes.'* 

They arrived at High Wycombe between eight 
an4 nine on Thursday rooming, when Loudoun 
handed Mrs. Lee out of the post-chaise ; they were 
jBhewn into a room, Mrs. Lee said to Miller "I 
don*t know what they mean by making us travel 
all night in such haste to London, it is a most ex- 
traordinary circumstance and uncommon affair 
altogether, and Mr. Miller I am now unwell and 
shall not be able to leave Wycombe for three or 
four hours; as I wish to rest niyself a little.*' 
Nothing particular passed, Mrs. Lee made Loin 
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doun eat an additional quantity of c^s. After 
breakfast Loudoun saw an account of the elope- 
ment in the Sun of Wednesday the i8th of Janu^ 
aryj that Lockhart was committed for further 
examination^ which he shewed to Mrs. Lee; she 
was quite dispirited^ and having first saluted Lou- 
doun, said, ''come keep up your sfnrics, you 
know it all depends upon me, and you may rely 
upon it I shall never hurt you." At Wycombe 
also Mrs. Lee requested Miller to leave Loudoun 
and herself together for a few minutes. 

There being no post-coach to be had at 
Wycombe, Mrs. Lee ag^ asked Miller to per- 
mit Loudoun and herself to go in the same chaise 
without him. Miller would not. They set out 
about twelve o'clock from Wycombe, and dined 
at Uxbridge ; before dinner Mrs. Ijee again re^ 
quested Miller to go out of the room and leave 
her alone with Loudoun, which when the Bow 
Street Officer had complied with, Mrs. Lee said to 
Loudoun '' I am very sick Loudoun, and have 
been so both yesterday and the day before, and I 
am convinced that it is the sickness of conceptions 
if you choose Loudoun, I am willing to pass the 
remainder of my life in your society, and should 
you be taken to prison, you may rely upon it 
that I will share with you your confinement.'" 
^ Loudoun said '' he could agree to any tlung which 
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she wished but that of allowing her to share his 
confinement with him, to which he never could 
assent/' Mrs. Lee then s^ "I promise if you 
wish it, to pass the remainder of my life with you.'* 
Loudoun assented, Mrs. Lee then saluted him 
and gave him a promise of eternal fidelity^ Mrs* 
Lee told him to appear dejected on the journey. 
She, after dittner, said to Miller, " what arc you 
going to do with this young man when we arrive iit 
London ?" Miller replied that ** Mr. Padcin had 
ordered him to conduct Loudoun and Mrs. Lee to 
Mr* Parkin's house before they w«nt any where 
else.** Mrs. Lee on hearing it, begged Miller 
to leave Loudoun and her done together $ he did; 
she said to Loudoun "that she should wish to 
see Lockhart or a legal friend that lived in 
the Temple, before she went to Mr. Parkin". 
Loudoun told Mrs. Lee "he was well convinced 
that Mr. Parkin would persuade her to act as he 
chose in this business," and added that " Mn- 
Parkin was an interested man. ' ' Mrs. Lee replied 
that " Mr. Parkin had never been able to make 
her do as he chose hitherto, I am sure that he will 
not m this instance." Mrs. Lee allowed the truth 
of Loudoun's observation that Mr. Parkin was 
interested for his own character* When Miller 
returned into the room, she requested that he 
would take her to Lockhart before she went to 
Mn Parkin; Miller said he could noti she repeat- 
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Cil thisj request two or three times before they 
arrived in London j Miller would not grant it. 
Mrs. Lee finding he would not let her see Lock- 
hart, requested she might go to a friend in the 
Temple before she went to Mr. Parkin j that 
Miller also refused repeatedly. 

'They arrived in London about seven o*clock 
«nd drove to Mr. Parkin's houses Mrs. Lee and 
Davidson ^ot out there, and after waiting about 
an hour, Mr. Parkin told Miller that he " might 
take Mr. Gordon into confinement and bring him 
to Bow Street about ele veil o'clock to morrow.'* 
Mr. Parkin said '^ that he had seen Mr. Bond that 
morning, upon the receipt of Miller's letter, and 
it was agreed that the examination should be on 
Friday.'* Milkr told Loudoun in the way to the 
watch house, that the first question Mr. Parkin 
aiked him was, ^< whether he had kept Loixioun 
separate from Mrs. Lee during the journey," and 
which it appeared Mr. Parkin ordered Miller to 
do. 

s 

On Monday the 23d, Mr. Blackett called upon 
Loiidoun in the New Prison, Clerkcnwell, and 
smd that " Mrs. Lee desired Mr. Blackett to tell 
Loudoun that she intended to keep the promise 
which she had made to him." 

Loudoun received a message from Mrs. Lee- 
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on the ist of February, 1804, in the foUbwing 
words. " I am very sorry that I cannot send you 
any money, which Mr. Parkin has prevented by 
stopping fifty ^pounds for thie expedition of the 
Bow Stjneet Officer to Gloticester.** 

Loudoun a few days after this message, receiv* 
ed another from Mrsv Lee, in the following words. 
'* I hopt yoju will {i>rm no connection durii^ 
your confinement with the sfex." .Loudoun re- 
turned no answer to either of these messages 
from Mrs. L^e. 

On Monday the 17th of January,, Mr. Parkin, 
who acted in the double capacity of Attorney and 
Trustee for Mrs. Lee, , applied to the sitting 
Magistrate (Mr. Robinson) in Bow Street, for a 
warrant to apprehend Lockhart and Loudoun 
Gordon, which was granted. Mr. Lockhart 
Gordon was apprehended about eleven o'clock 
that night, by Miller and Atkins, two of the 
Officers belonging to the Public Office. Mr. 

Lockhart Gordon was confined in St. Martin's 

• 

Watch-house during the whole of Monday night, 
and was conveyed in a hackney coach to Mr. 
Parkin's house in Great Ormond Street, by the 
Bow Street Officers, onTuesday Morning the 17 th 
of January. Miller, one of the officers, had repre- 
sented Mr. Parkin to be a ^^ perfect gentleman.*^ 
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Mr. Lockhart Gordon told Mr. Parkin that he 
was ready to confess his guilt in having carried 
away Mrs. Lee^ provided. Mr. Parkin, would ^ve 
him his word and honour diat Iloudoun should 
not be prosecuted* Mr> Parkin wouM not give 
that promise, which Lockhart in vain endeavoured 
to extort, by declaring himself gtulty of a crime 
he had not committed, in order to save his brother 
from die horrors of inqnisonment, Lockhart 
informed Mr. Parkin that Mrs. Lee and Loudoun 
would be at Gloucester on Wednesday, and desired 
him to send her cloaths immediately. Mr. Parkin 
having obtained all the information he wanted, 
told the Officer to ^take him aways*' Mr. Lock- 
hart Gordon was conveyed to the Public Office in 
Bow Street and placed at the bar . 
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JxLr. bond said, " I know nothing of these par- 
ties." The warrant was then shewn ti> Mr. Bond; 
and Janet Davidson, one of Mrs. Lee's servants, was 
called and said, ^^ that the prisoner at the bar had 
dined with her mistress, at her house in Bolton Row, 
on Sunday last^ that soon after dinner Mrs. Lee rang 
the bell in her bedchamber, which Davidson answer-* 
ed, and found. Mrs. Lee crying, and very muqh 
agitated. Mrs. Lee said to Datvidson, ' there is a plan 
to take me out of my house.' .Daividson replied, ' who 
dare take you out of your own house ?' Mrs. Lee an- 
swered, * they have pistols, and I am afraid they will 
force me out of my house/ Mrs. Lee also told David- 
son ^ to watch, but not to say any timg.' ' Mrs. Lee 
returned into the tlxawing'-room : in a few minutes 
afterwards Mrs. Lee's footman was sent by Davidson 
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td call a hackney coach ; whilst be was gone Davidson 
hear4 her mistress say, ^ I will not be taken Out of my 
bouse^' which induced her to go with her fellow-ser* 
Vant to tlie assistance of her niistresS, When she saw 
the Mr. Gordons endeavouring to force her mistress 
down stairs, who was resisting them.. Davidson at- 
tempted to rescue her; upon which Mr, Lockhart 
Gordon took a pi&tol from his pocket, which he put ta 
Davidson's head, and swore he would shoot her if she 
made the least noise or resistance. Davidson was 
much alarmed and ran into her, mistress's bedchamber 
with an intention ta open the window and call for 
assistance ; but she was so much terrified that she could 
not find the window ; hearing the street-door shut she 
canoe down stairs and went into the street, when she 
saw the post-chaise driving off; upon which she cried 
out ^ Fire ! murder 1 thieves I they have stolen my 
mistress.* She also saw the prisoner la»t highl about 
dieveh o'clock, ^h'elfi he caine to her ihistress's house 
in a h&cteey-6(Jat;!i. Hfe got out of the hacknfey-coach 
a'hd said; ^ Wfett ;' ktiA came into the passage bf the 
b6ilise: seeing St ^trtmgefr there, he said, ' Ane you a 
peace officer V tb ^Vh?ch DaVf*$oh ^d not bedr any 
ansW'cr '^iven. Mr. Utft^Hart Gortkoii r^utned inM 
the hacldiey-cdafeh, kfed oVd'ered Ae coachman to shit 
the 'Aoor ; fie looked oiit of the window 6f the hack- 
itey-<;oaeb, %iid said 13o tfevid'soYr, ^tJome here, I 
Want to speak with ycnx-.' KeJi&d a pirt6l in hishaind v 
s'he said, ' 1 will ftot t6tte whiht yd* hiiVe that pist<rt 
in your hand.' Mr. Gdrton th^ oYfiejted the fetmch- 
tEisk to irive a>5ray ; he hUd not gofcie t&any y^fds Vfh^ft 
<be toach s%op)^e6> and 'Mr. LocUtUit G(^rddn jump^ 
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out; fhe saw bi;n ^^^ M^^f in custody of tEe Bow 
Street officers. 

Janet Pavidsojd thien Bwore to the truth of her 4e^ 
position* 

Sarah Hunt^ servant to Mrs. Lee^ was called^ and 
d^> ^^ thM the prisons at the bar* had dined at her 
«u$^ei(s'$ house- on Sunday last with his brother* 
^Qff^ time after dianer she heard Mrs. Lee say^ ^ I 
wiU i^ot be takex^ out of my house/ She went up 
stairs with her f/ellow-servant Davidson to her mis* 
tress's assistance ; Mr. Lockhart Gordon presented a 
pijstol^o Ipier breast^ and swore that he would shoot 
her if she made any noise or resistance. Mr. Lock- 
hart Gordon said to his brother^ '' bring her down> or 
]. wiU sjhopt you :' Loudoun forqed Mrs. Lee down, 
stairs^ and out of the street door. Mr. Lockhart 
Gordon held Sarah Hunt^ and swore that ^ he would 
shoot her if she did not gp up stairs :' She being much 
alarmed went up stairs to her fellow-servant Dayidsouji 
and afterwards went into the street^ where she saw a 
post-chaise drivii^ very fast away, which she believed 
her mistress wi^ in/^ She confirmed Mr. Lockhart 
Gordon's ^ving been at her mistress's house Ust 
Qight^ as sworn by Davidson. 

. Sarah Himi swore to the truth of her depositions* 

William Martin, servant to Mrs. Lee, called. He 
«>id,. 5' thait the priioner and his brother had dined 
with his mistress on Sunday last. Soon after dinner 
the dining-room bell rang violently ; he answered the 
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bell, when Mrs. Lee went out of the dining-room/ 
and ran up stairs : some time after he was sent hf 
Davidson, his fellow-servant, for a hackney-coach:. 
Aa }\e was coming badk he heard his fellow-servants . 
crying out, ' they have stole my mistress ;* and seeing 
a post-chaise drive off very fast, he followed it, and 
endeavoured to overtake it in v^in. He went to Mr. 
Robert Lee's house with his fellow-servants, and not 
finding him at home, he went to Mr. Parkin, and 
told him what had happened. He saw the prisoner 
again on Monday night, when he came to his mis- 
tress's house in a hackney coach ; he got out; came 
into the passage, and said, ^ Well;' seeing a stranger 
in the passage : Mr. Lockhart Gordon asked whether 
he was a peace officer ^ Martin did not hear whether 
any answer was made : He felt something in Mr. 
Cordon's left-hand pocket, which he thought was a 
pistol, and went out to procure assistance, and met 
two watchmen not far from his mistress's house; he 
was coming back again, he saw Mr. Gordon gorhg 
away in a hackney coach ; the servants were calling 
^ He's gone ! He's gone !' Martin told the coachman, 
^ that if he did not stop he would knock him off his 
box :' one of the w^atchmen stopped the coach, when 
the prisoner jumped out with a pistol in each hand, 
and swore he would shoot the first rascal that at- 
tempted to stop him : he ran away towards Clarges 
Street, when he was taken into custody in a few mi- 
nutes by the Bow Street officers,** 

William Martin swore to the truth of the' above 

statement. - ' 

Miller, the Bow Street officer, was called. He 
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Biid, ** he went with Atkins to Mr. Lockhart Gordon's 
lodgings on Monday evening, .about ten o'clock, and 
. found that "Mr. Lpckhart Gordon had dressed himself 
there that evening and was gone to a ball , in Portland 
Place; they followed hirn to Portland Place, and 
found that he had been there but was gone; they 
were going to Mrs. Lee's liouse in Bolton Row to see 
that all was safe there, when they heard the watch- 
mens rattles, and on coming to the spot where a great 
crowd was assembled, they were informed that it wajj 
Mr. Lockhart Gordon who had a pistol in each hand, 
one of which Miller took from him, which he pro- 
duced^ and which proved to be loaded, the other was 
taken from him by otie.of the watchmen." 

Miller swore to the truth of his deposition. 

John Sharman and another watchman were called, 
who said, '' they had just gone their rounds when 
William Martin came and desired them to assist him 
in securing ja man who had ran away with his mistress; 
they followed him^ and William Martin perceiving a 
hackney-coach driving along, told them to stop it, 
which they did by striking one of the horses on the 
head ; a gentleman then jumped out of the hackney- 
coach, and ran down Clarges Street, where they took 
bim^ into custody ; on the Bow Street officers coining 
up they delivered the prisoner into their charge," 

Both the watchmen swore to the truth of the above 
deposition. 

Mr. Blackett was called, and said, " he had knowa> 

h3 
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the prisoner and his brother seventeen or eighteeii 
years; that he had taken Deacon's Orders about three 
months^ and that Mr. Loudoun Gordon was an officer 
in the army." Mr. Lockhart Gordon thanked Mr, 
Blackett as he was going out of Court, for the gentle- 
manlike and proper evidence which he had given, 

Mr. Parkin then read the Statutes of the 3d Hen, 
VII. c. 2 and 39. Eliz. c. g. and appealed to the 
magistrates, whether they did not think the evidence 
which they had heard read was sufficient to warrant a 
commitment of the prisoner under those statutes. 
After some consultation between Mr. Parkin and the 
magistrates, it was agreed, that the prisoner should be 
committed to Tothill-Field$ Bridewell for further ex- 
amination upon Tuesday the 24th, Mr. Bond then 
said to the prisoner, '' then on Tujesday, Mr. Gordon, 
The prisoner answered, '^ very weU> Mr. Bond. 






On Friday, the 20th of January, Mr. Lockhart 
Gordon was most unexpectedly informed by Atkins, 
the Bow Street officer, that he was ordered to take 
him to Bow Street immediately. When Mr. Lock- 
hart Gordon was placed at the Bar, he told Mr. Bond 
that he was very much surprised at Mr. Bond's con- 
duct, in having brought him to the Bar on that day, 
Friday, the 20th of January, when Mr. Bond himself 
had declared that Tuesday, the 24th of January, would 
be the day of his re-examination. He thought Mr. 
Bond's conduct particularly improper, as it was his 
intention to have had the assistance of counsel. Mr, 
Bond said, ^^ that the reason for which he had been 
lirought up on that day was^ that had his offence been 
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only a ipisdemeai^oiir he might haye been p,imt^i Uf 
bail." Mr. Gordon said, " that whm ^ rmn g*y^ 
him a promise, he always jexpected bim to jceep i%i 
knd told Mr. Bond that h^ did not heli^v.^ a >rof4 ^f 
«aid." Mr. Loudona Gor4oa »^AS jthyeiji ^i^p jb^oi^gjij 
to the Bar, }Krhea Mjs. lice's deposijtijC>»,.>yhi,cl^ ^.^4 
been taken in private,, was rejad a$ (qIIqw^ i 

She said ^'die bad been .acqjaaipt0.d with ^.Q^^idonp 
aboutthirteen or fo\uteen years ; thgtt .about ;t>yjp monjtJb^ 
4go theix acquaintoaoe with her xi^aji rje^i^we^^ by 
JLouxloun Gordon cujilijag W her in IJ9U0J1 Rt)w, at 
whiqh limB natbJXLg parjUAuJAT passed; htit ^inc^ t^hi^ 
4Bhe aaw Laudoun Gorjdpa t^ce^^ ti^;:^^^, and i^ coippa^iy 
Jfldih Mr. Lockhaj't G ordpPi pr^evious to Sunday la^t* 
That.da^ haviing had a ,d/e9ji;n, ^e coip.iiiup.icated <th^ 
fifiuaae to Mx. Loudoun Gojrdw ; he i^ho^ly j^fter^ra^d? 
^plied Aq it by letter, therein st$i,ti9g a^ ij5iterjpi;etatio^ 
x>f the dream. -She xeceiyed two o^et let^texs after- 
wards from Mr. Lo.udo\m Goi:dQn, testifyi^g thp 
^ceat regard an^ esteem he h^d for hpT'^ and the l^st 
cfiillieitworletters stating ,thftt his ^brother, Lpckbar^ 
Xjrordan, would .prptect her at ^e;ri^k ofhi^ life an^ 
footune. in the.cQurse.ofithe w^ekp);ey.ipup to Sun- 
jday laat, Mr. Loudpim Gprdon cjiUed uppn her, when 
idle cmvi ted ;hiai cto .dinn^ oji §undpy last, as well 33 
)m hrP^b^r, ^T^hQPa^e had pnoe j^een wi^h hin^ before : 
Aud accordingly, a few minute^ before five o'clock, 
idiey came. Kothijig pairtiqular passed during dinner, 
jK>r until Lockh^t Gordon took put his watch, and 
.obBerved to .his brother, ^^it is near seven o'clock, the 
jchaise.will ,he l;iere at .$eyen;" uppnwrhich Mrs. liQC 
asked nhat cl^i^e;? wh^n ^LocJ^b^rt Gordon i:^plied 
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(addressing himself to Mrs. Lee), " yon go with 
Loudoun to-night;" uid that, either before tbese 
words were spoken, or after, Lockhart< Gordcm said 
to his brother, " you have got a present for Mrs. Lee ;" 
to which Mrs. Lee replied, " I am determined not to 
take any present;" when Mr. Lockhart Gordon dei- 
sired his brother to come and fetch it, who came, and 
Lockhart Gordon produced a plain gold ring, desiring 
hia brother to put it on Mrs. Lee's finger; which 
Loudoun GordoA attempted to do, but she refused to 
let him, and the ring was laid upon the table. Shortly 
after, Mrs. Lee arose, and attempted to go out of the 
parlour, when Lockhart Gordon went to the dooff, and - 
told her she should not go out; she told him she 
wished to go up stairs, but Lockhart Gordon persisted 
she should not go out of the room, and shewed a 
pistol; at which time she thought Lockha^ Gordon 
desired his brother to go and see if the chaise was 
ready. — She then opened her parlour door, and went 
■up stairs into her bed-room, where she met Davidson, 
her female servant, to whom she said, " I am afraid 
there is a plan to take me out of my house to-night;" 
wh6 replied, "who can take you out of your, own 
house ?" in answer to which Mrs. Lee observed, " they 
are armed with pistols; don't say any more, birt 
watch," Mrs. Lee then returned dowi^ stairs into her 
drawing-room, wh^re Loudoun Gordon came to her, 
ler to go down stairs ; obs€r\-irig the 
ly. In a few minutes after, Lockhart 
ito the drawing-room, and said to his 
standthere:" when Lockhart Gordon 
e of Mrs. Lee's arms, and pulled her 
ying, " you shall go, I am deter- 
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mined ;'• to which she replied,- " I am determined 
not to go out of my house ; what right have yoti to 
force me out of my own house ?" To which Lockhart 
Gordon replied, '' I am desperate ;'* at which instant 
she observed Davidson, her female servant, coming 
towards her, followed by her other female servant; 
when Davidson came up, and endeavoured to rescue 
her mistress from Lockhart Gordon ; a scuffle then 
ensued between Lockhart Gordon and the servant, 
and they went down stairs, leaving Loudoun Gordon 
with Mrs. Lee; Lockhart Gordon then called to 
• Loudoun Gordon, and said, '^ brings her down, or I 
will shoot you/* At this time her mind was in such a 
distracted state, she had no recollection whether 
Loudoun Gordon forced her down stairs or not, and 
continued in that state until she found herself in a 
post-chaise, into which she had been hurried by Lock- 
hart and Loudoun Gordon, both of whom she found 
in the chaise when she came to herself; and the first 
thing she recollected was, hearing Lockhart Gordon 
calling out to the post-boy to drive on with speed, or 
.he would shoot him. They changed horses at Ux- 
bridge and Wycombe, but could not tell whether they 
,had any refreshments; she did not get out of the 
chaise till they got to Tetsworth, where they arrived 
^at midnight; the family at the inn were gone to bed, 
and they were called up to get them supper, which 
was ordered by Lockhart Gordon ; she partook of the 
supper : at this time she was perfectly in her senses, 
and observed to Lockhart Gordon, it was a breach of 
hospitality to take her from her own house without her 
. consent, and that she thought it one of the most in- 
fernal measures that ever was taken ; she entreated to 
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have a chaise to talce her back to London, to which 
Lockhart Gordon answered it was impossible to be 
complied with J Mrs. Lee then said she saw it was 
inevitable, and went to bed under an impression that 
her life was in danger from Lockhart Gordon, and 
permitted lioudoun Gordon to come to bed to her. 
On Monday morning they all breakfasted together, 
when Lockhart Gordon observed, that she would have 
no cause to repent the measures that had been taken, 
for that it would be the object of his brother's life to 
render her happy ; and that as to himself, he would 
adhere to her as long as he had blood in his veins, and 
he would be one of tlie best friends she ever had. 
After breakfast Lockhart Gordon set off for London, 
and she, at the earnest entreaty of Loudoun Gordon, 
went forward with him to Gloucester." 

- Mr. Lockhart Gordon put two very material quea- 
tions to Davidson, the female servant. The first was, 
Iwjw long she supposed it was between the time Mrs. 
Lee came out and said to her the Mr. Gordons were 
srmed with pistolt, and was afraid they would take 
lier away, and the time they brought Mrs. Lee out of 
-the drawing-room, and took her into the chaise? to 
which she answered, about twenty minutes. 

The second question was, if the man-serva&t was in 
the house at the time her mistress said they were 
armed with pistols, and was afraid they would take her 
away ? which flhe answered in the affirmative. 

When tliat part of Mrs. Lee's evidence was read, in 
" ' ■ ' ' ■ ■ ■ > . having said to Davidson, " they 
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^re armed ,wilh pistols ;" Mr. Lockhart Gordon said; 
with peculiar emphasis and energy of expression, 
^^ You know in your own soul, Mrs. Lee, that Loudoun 
had no pistols ; remember there is another worl4, and 
although you do not believe it, there are many here 
Who do, and who will be shocked to hear you swear 
to such an infamous falshood. For my own part, I 
had determined to stand my trial in silence, had yon 
not prosecuted my brother, of whom you know that 
you were once doatingly fond, but I am now relsolved 
not to spare you an inch." Mrs. Lee replied, ^' I have 
been tenderly alive to both your situations, and as far 
as I have been able have eodeavoflred to save you ; re- 
member that it is not the first time that your lives have 
been in my power." 

In consequence of the nnfoended conjectures which 
were formed by the jpublic, owing to Mrs. Lee's 
having made use of so artful an insinuation, Mr. 
Lockhart and Mr. Loudoun Gordon thought it ne- 
cessary to request their Solicitor would obtain an ex- 
planation, which they might be enabled to publish in 
their justification. 

The following letter was written by Mr. Hanson to 
Mrs. Lee ; 

©th February, 1804. 
Madam> 

As various tmj wit conjectures have been 
formed, in cowsequence erf an expression which the 
public prints have represented you to have made, at 
JBow Street, on Friday, tl>e QOih of J:anu3ry, concern- 
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ing Messrs. Gordons, viz. ^' this is not the first tiin< 
your lives have been in my power," 

Mr. Gordon and his brother being convinced that 
it is not your wish to conceal the truth in this instance, 
they hope that you will do them the justice to state, 
that you could npt possibly allude to any thing th*t 
took place previously to the 15th of January last. 
Requesting to be favoured with your answer, 

I have the honor to be, 

MADAM, 

Your humble servant, 

J. HANSON. 
Mrs. Lee. 



'^ Mrs. Lee's reply to Mr. Hanson. 

Sir, 

The phrase I made use of on the day of the 
examination in Bow Street was, '' I have been ten- 
derly alive to your situations, recollect I had your 
Jives in my power;" alluding to their having been at 
my disposal at Tetsworth, when, had I alarmed the 
neighbourhood, they would have been taken in the 
act of my resistance, and must have incurred the scr 
verest penalty of the law. 

I am. Sir, 
Your obedient humble servant, - 

F. A. LEE. 
Bolton,Row, Feb. 8, 1804- 
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^n^. Lee told Mr. Hanson's clerk, to whom she 
gave the above letter, that she did not allude to any 
thing which took place previously to the 15th instant, 
January. 

Mrs. Lee's letter is a striking proof of her ex- 
treme ingenuity, and is couched in such ambiguous 
terms, as Mrs. Lee was well aware would tend rather 
to criminate than to exculpate the Gordons. 

On Friday, the ^th of January, Mr. Lockhart and 
Mr. Loudoun Gordon were brought from the different 
prisons in which they were confined, to Bow Street, 
and had a conference with Mr. 3erjeaat Best (who 
kindly attended as their friend, at the express desire 
of the Earl of Portsmouth, to whose unbounded ge- 
nerosity they are inexpressibly indebted) and Mr, 
Abbot their Counsel ; they were placed at the bar of 
the Public Office. Mr. Lockhart Gordon addressed 
himself to Mr. Bond, the senior magistrate, and said, 
'•^ I regret. Sir, that my ignorance of the forms of 
justice should have induced me to make use of some 
expressions which have been thought improper; I 
own, Sir, that I felt myself much hurt at being unex- 
pectedly brought a second time to this bar, which 
prevented my having the assistance. of Counsel, and 
that appearance of countenance and support from my 
family and frieiids, which every gentleman in my un- 
fortunate situation must naturally wish to have. I 
trust that you. Sir, and Sir William Parsons, will 
think what I now say a sufficient apology.'' Mrs. Lee 
made the following addition to her former evidence; 
when the prisoners were fully committed for trial. 
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*^ On the ^Monday mornings after breakfast, vsi^le 
tliey wrere at Tetsworth, in a Conver9«.tioii witlx Lock- 
hart Gordon, in consequeac<e of which, whether well 
or ill founded she could not tell, he appearing at that 
time in a distracted state of mind^ and not knowing 
what he said, she delivered a 0ote, addressed to her 
female servant Davidson, at her house in Bolton Row, 
Piccadilly, beginning with " No money, no cloaths, 
death or compliance;" which she requested Mrs. Ed- 
monds, the lahdlady of the house, to forward as di« 
lected/' 

The informations of all the witnesses were read pre-* 
Tiotts to Mrs, Lee leaving the office,, and a few ^ddi-« 
tions were made to their former accounts^ but which 
were not worth noticing* 

Mr« Parkin's deposition was read, stating that *' he 
had known the said Mrs. Lee, late Rachel Fanny 
Antonina Dashwood, spinster, for upwards of seven- 
teen years, and who about the year 1794 intermarried 
with Matthew Allen Lee, Esq. that soon after the 
marriage a settlement was nmde of Mrs. Lee's pro- 
perty by the Court of Chancery, by which a moiety 
of her property was vested in the trust of Mr. Parkia 
land three other gentlemen, who were authorised to 
pay a certain sum to Mrs.^ Lee for her own sole and 
separate use; that in the year 1796 a separation^ took 
place, when it was agreed that Mrs. Lee should re- 
ceive lOOOl. per annum for bar life, ,and which had- 
been paidto her ever since that period, she couiinuing 
to live separate from, her said bnsband^ who was stiU 
livinj." 
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Mr. Bond askeJ Mr. Lockhart Gordon if he had 
any thing to say, to which he replied, not a word, he 
left his case to his Counsel. 

Mr. Bond then put the same question to Mr. 
Loudoun Gordon, who gave a similar answer to his 
brother. 

Mr. Abbot then addressed the magistrates, and said^ 
the prisoners having left the management of their de^ 
fence to him, he should defer what he had to offer on 
that head until the day of trial, when he had no doubt 
they would be able to justify their conduct. 

The parties were then bound over to prosecute at the 
next assizes for Oxfordshire, the offence having been 
committed in that county, 

Mr. Lockhart Gordon said to Mr. Bond, " As this 
is the last time that we shall probably meet, I hope. 
Sir, that no bitterness remains in your mind on ac- 
count of what has passed.'^ 

Mr. Bond replied, *' Mr. Gordon, your pres:ent 
conduct does you infinite credit, and I assure you that 
BO bad impression of what has passed will remain upon 
my mind, and I do most sincerely wish yoju a favour- 
able issue of your trial." 
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Mr, JUSTICE LAWRENCE then addressed the 

Grand Juky in the following Speech, 

vhich he |t>ok fr^m'^J^dtf^. 

GENTLEJIliX, 

-- ttP miA nul be necessary for me 

to detain you long, explaining the law on the difi^erent 
cases now to be brought under your consideration. 
They are but -ftw in 'nmhbei-: the most cdnsiderable 
I am able to speak more fully of to you, from my 
having seen .the !^xa^inaitiox)^'at Bow Street ; and that 
which will require your most attentive consideration, 
is the one founded on the Act of the 3d of King 

^ENIiY VH. whidi -makes i^ a capital Felony for 
any person forcibly to take away a woman for the 
purpose of e njoyiag 4>er -property, marrying her, or 

• defiling her person. This Statute very properly pro- 
videfrfor the safety of those, who, either by hereditary 
descent, marriage, of any other' ineans, coine into 
possession of, cc^^iderjible. property^ wJxp w.o^ld ojtjier- 
wise be liable to Fall a prey to violence and injustice. 
Now, ^n order to prove a felony, iinrf bring it within 
the inei^ijiing of Uie SttU^ute,- rt is necessary that I 
should state to you th$^t *three things^ ai'e fcqviif*^i'te, i^ 
order to oroVe tlic criiiM?, against \^'hich this Statute 
was wiiic^ CQaotQdr aj^^ lias since }^cqi\ pjurti^uIjaTly 
enforced. I|txrth|e.firsf. pfeee, the S^ti^e snppo^p^ thft 
the wo.in^lji^^s pofs^Bs^^iof property-; ^e^^ifi^^, thsil 
the pi»jcii0n who tuk£^ hirt p:miyAfi jCDtuated. ^rifh ike 
lucre .p£i gaii^ and hat a ^dcfeign .'updii tiuit property^ 
and «fliirdljp,. that he tnkes her oi^ eitlier- with the. 
design of marrying her, or violatiiig her person.— With 



regard ^o (he. firsft^ it is supposed thut » Wc^Qlah ha» 
propcirty; but when ^e n nuurfied^ she cannot hare. 
«riy -property of her own ; however, if her affairs are 
in jthe hands of jtruntees^ and her property invested with 
them^ it amounts to the aame thing, and is equally 
felony, and comes within the meaning of the Statute. 
Secondly, it is supposed that the possession of pro- 
perty lays at the foundation of this crime, and that 
the person offending is instigated by the hopes of 
obtaining it, which he endeavours to' accomplish by 
iUicit means, and to prevent which this Act was Tery 
properly made ; for if the property of .women, whetheif 
hereditary or howsoever entailed on them, be not se<* 
cared by law, infinite mischiefs would accrue to society, 
by the rapacity and profligacy of individuals. The 
third thing necessary to constitute the crime, is the 
marrying the woman, forcibly taking away or defiling 
her person ; it is hardly necessary that I should explain 
to you what this means; it signifies that c^^nal know- 
ledge or connection between the sexes, which, when 
force is used, would be denominated a rape. In order 
to c<!nistitute this a capital offence, it must be proved 
that force has been used ; and, in order to bring it 
within this indictment, it must be shew^ that force 
has beep used in this county. Now, though force may 
have been used in another county, if it is not proved 
to ypursatisfiaction, that it has been continued in this 
county, where the indictment is laid, yx>u cannot re* 
ceive such evidence as sufficient to warrant the convic- 
tion of the prisoners; but if the evidence adduced 
before you be sufficient to prove that foree has beetl 
continued in this county, that wiU be sufllcient to 
establish $he ^uiU of tf^e p^isonisjirs, who wiU then be« 
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come liabk/to the penalties of the Statute. Suppose 
a man who h indicted for larceny^ steaU goods in oncf 
county and exposes them for sale in 'another^ he i* 
guilty of stealing them in the place where he canie* 
tliemj and is obnoxious to punishment equally as if 
he had stolenrtliem there. — 'Gentlemen, if the fact of 
force be proved to your satisfaction, that is, if she 
has been forcibly brought out of anothfer, county into?, 
this, agsdnat her own inclination, and by compulsion 
froni tlie prisoners, it will be sufficient to criminate 
them, and it will not be material to enquire, whether 
the defilement of her person took place by force, or 
with her own consent. This distinction would have 
been necessary in the case of a rape ; but the charge 
here is of a more serious nature, and depends entirely 
upon tlxe question, whether force has been used to bring 
her into this county. Gentlemen, you will decide 
on this case, in proportion to the evidence you receive, 
and make your report accordingly* 

The Grand Jury, after sitting several hours, and 
examining sixteen witnesses, returned at six o'clock, 
J true BUI agaimt Loekhart and Loudoun Gordon^ 



TUESDAY, MARCH 6th, 1804. 

At seven o'clock Mr. Justice Lawrence entered 
the Court, attended by the Sheriff, &c. when tlie 
prisoners were brought in, and delivered at the Bar. 

LockhartGobdon, aged 28 years. * ' 

^ • 'LorWi^N G<iRDo^, aged*£3 years. 
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Brought Mqrch the 2nd, bi/ Jlabefis Corpus, from 
London^ charged on the oaths of Rachael Fanny Antonina 
Lee, jfjife ofJitattfuix^'Jlknl^ety^Esq. and ethers^ pith 
feloniouslj/f and unlawfully taking the said Rachael 
Fanny JiAonina Lee Jrom her house'. in tiolton Rorc, 
Piccadilly, against her will, for the lucre of substance, 
end defiling her at Tetszaorth^ in the County of Oxford, 
contrary to the Statute, i^c, 

The Clerjc of the Arraigns proceeded to jcall over 
the names of those gentlemen who had been sum- 
moned by the ShctifF to attend as Jurymen. The 
Court was occupied for the space of near two hours, 
before a Jury 'was *impahriclled the prisoners and 
prosecutor challenged a considerable number. ^ ^A 
Jury was, however, at length 'compleated and sWdrn; 
cfonsisting of tWelve Englishmen; the prisoners fV6hi 
their appearance, had the utmost reliance that their 
Verdict woAld be given according to their conscience, 

• . • I ^ , '. t \ • , 1 »• 

A list of the J^irors was a|)plled for the day before^' 

but could not be procured by the prisoners'* Cbimsel, 

whit^h accounts for the number of theit challenges, 

. ' . ■ .' • ' •♦ 

, .• . , ' • ... 
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LX5T OF XUP P*:T-Ty JUllY, 
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W. Bullock, Foreman John Willis 

Wnii am Jones ' ' Thomas Faulkner 

Robert Heritage William Brooks 

TliomBS Lircket ' Thomas Giles 
Richard Higharii Samuel Hnckfidd 

Daniel Waliord James Parker 
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f OR THE PKOSECUTION, 

GoUNSELtolfis — Milleis, Dauiicey, and Puller. 
Anthony ParkiAj Esq. Soucitoe. 
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FOR THE DEFENDANTS, 

Counsellors — Abbot and Peake. 

■» 

John H^oispn, Esq. Solicitor. 
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,}it. Pugh, Deputy Clerk of the Assize^ read dw 
In^i^qtojient, which consisted of several cowts, which 
charged them, generally, with forcibly takings seizing, 
an^ carrying away Rachael Fanny Antofijaa Xee, for 
lucre of substance, from her house in Bolton Row ; 
and ^fVr defiling hw at Tetsworth^ > the County of 

. ? ; ' ^ ^^^ great disj^leafur^ pf Almighty. God, to. 
tKe dispasagmf nt of the said Pjachael^ to the dia-^' 
comfiture of her friends, to the evil example of others, 
against the form of the Slftl«te, against the King's 
peace, his crown, and dignity.— To this Indictment 
the prisoners •p!eadec[ NotG'niitif, ktiAvi^te immedi- 
ately put upon their d^liveranc^, „Mr. Pujler opened 
the pleading;s j when Gpunsellor Mills Qpei|e0 the case. 

He $aid, '• it wiw a. most painfuhdbiy which .was 
imposed upon him to address the Jury in a case J ike 
the present J aeaise allogether new^ and almost nnpte^ 



ccrleutcd^ accompanicil by ihe mo^toutrasjeon^ in* 
ientioRs^ ^4^^^ wUiph the oii<^ndii\^fajrties >yereiDw 
possessing^ in an emincjot jdeg;ree^ die polish of gen- 
tiKty, and tiie r^dneji .advai^tagu? .of^high birjtK ai|^ 
elegant edupA^ouf Uic^e ^nendprcd th^ crime wJ[\i^J| 
^he^ h?id . corpjpiitted stiU ^pre^ flagitious and jiinpaiv 
donable thaa if ihey had been. in,a;lq\ver ^itus^lion,. jn 
which the^y. iwght h^^ye been -pjipposed not to hav/e 
known better^ Neither pf them are mature in years, 
they should therefore have been looking forward with 
laudable emnUtion tp the atu^inment of reputation; it 
is an a^^ravated £rim^ in tl^es^ men,, who are, placed 
ubove necessity, to have, been instigated by flie un-r 
worthy mQUves, for which the law provides a proper 
punishme^xt,, and which it is my duty to lay down. 
Before he stated the case, he begged the Jury to give 
particular attention . to qne thing, namely, that they 
>vould not be biassed by the false and scandalous re* 
ports which had been spread by wicked and ill-mtcn- 
tiooed persons again^ the lady who was. the Plaintiff 
on the present. occasion ; reports which were infamous 
in their nature, and shquld.be consigned to a.deseryecj 
eblivion. He did not mean to. say that the prison^rsj 
had spread these Fcports. He. told them, that a British 
Jury, the puiity pf which was the corner-stone of oiii; 
cpnstitutipa, was called upon \jo judge with unbji«|9^9d 
and unprejudiced minds, and to attend only tP tli^ 
evidence which was delivered before them in a court 
of justice, expelling froin their minds all partiality, 
and forgetting whatever they may have heard in other 
places. This was a case, he said, entirely new to 
them, but the act of parliament on which the present 

prosecuUou depended was so_ exact, that when they 
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had heard and considered the fevidience which he 
should bring before them^ they could have no diffN 
culty in giving a ikir and impartial judgment upon it.* 
He then read extracts 'from the Act <3 Hen. VII.) 
which^ though made nearly four hundred years agd> 
defined^ he said, exactly the present case — It was an 
act made for the protection of women, in their three 
different stages of maid, wife, or widow; and it enact- 
ed, that any person who, for lucre of gain^ forcibly 
carried away and married any maid or widow, or de- 
filed a wife in the absence of her husband, was subject 
to the penalty inflicted fcJr felony. After this act had 
been passed one hundred years, the benefit of clergy 
was taken away from it, and the ^unishinent was, in 
consequence, since that time, a capital one. Many 
had suffered who' came within the reach of this act, 
and he thought he' should prove that the prisoners 
were« in that situation. The question was, whether 
they had taken away a woman by force out of her owa 
house,^^ having goods in her possession? and whether 
ahe wa^ defiled by Loudoun Gordon? tte begged 
tlieir particular attention, then, to three points: 1st. 
to the time and manner of the pro^cutrix being seized 
and cairied ofi'; 2d. to the events that happened be- 
tween that time and their arrival at Tetsworth, in 
Oxfbrdshire; and 3d. tb the act of defilenjent which 
took place there/ 

But, Gentlemen, 1 must forewarn you, that befbre 
you can find them guilty of this crime, you must be 
:^atisfied that force has been used in this county ; now 
though force may have been used in another county, 
linless it is prpved to your satisfaction- that the force 



WAS contiiiuea into tEis county, you cannbt find the 
prisoners giitlty. - 

He trusted, that whtinlrc traced theprdgress of the 
acquaintance of the prosecutrix with the pri^heirs, 
and their subsequent cbnduct, they would judge with 
facility the ii;itent of the offence cominitted, and 
whether any defence which 'could be opposed would 
be sufficient to justify the crinifc of which they were 

accused. ' ' - 

I 
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' Mrs. Lee he then stated to be the mitivral daughter 
of the Ijite Lord Le Dclsptocer, who died in 1781. 
He left two tllegitiniatfe drild^en, Mrs. Lee, and a 
i^on. She was born in Dec. 1773, At his death. 
Lord Le Despencer left 40,0001.* to Mrs. Lee ; and he 
should prove that she was iii the receipt of 12001. a- 
year at the time when this unfortunate affiiir happ^^ncd, 
of wfiich one half was at her own disposal, in case of 
her death without issue.' At her father's death, having 
no relations^ and her mother not being a Woman pro- 
per to have the charge and education of her daughter; 
being a Voman of very bad character, she tcmained 
till the age of fourteen under the vttre of giiardlans. 
At that time she was pitt to school* under Mrs; Gor- 
dorn, mother of the prisoners, where tHey of course 
' resided. Tlie eldest of the Gordons was of the same 
age with ^ts. Lee;, the sec6nd six or sfeveh- years 
younger. Their acquaintance thus began in the dayj 
of innocence. She staid there a year. From tiie year 
1790 to 1803 she had never seen or heard of either of 
the prisoners. During that time^Ir. I^ee paid his 
Addresses to her; being a ward in chancery, and under 



^ge^sh^ could 4iot giv€ her^cpnfHSolt; ^cjy itheipforp 
eloped to Scotland^ and were married according ta 
the rites of the Scottish church at Haddington^ March 
P, 1794. On his return, Mr. Lee was confined. ip the 
Fleet for some time for tlus. offence. A settlement 
was made on Mrs. Lee, dated Feb. 9, 1795^ by, which 
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ih^. had 5001. a*ycar pin-money at her owi^ di^posalr 
Their tempers not agreeing*, they were j^parated Jan* 
4^.1796^ since which time she^ bad no one to protect 
her, as she only lived a short time with her brother, 
who afterwards went abroad. Her establishment was 
0iie'm^ aiid two maids; her income 112001. a-year; 
and she lived sometimes at B^h. :and sometimes iu 
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0ther placeB. Being of ^a retired disposition^ and very 
seldom going out, she gave herself very much uptP 
books, which in the eiid gendered her very nervousi 
and ii\}ured her health.' In Nov. 1803, she first heard 
at* Loudoun Gordon frpsa Mr. Blackett, an apothe- 
'cary, who had long ai^tended her. He had enquired 
after her: she remembering him, said, '^she should 
be glad to see him;" in consequence of which Ijie 
called upon her, and she received him in an hospitable 
manner as «n old acquainliance. Loudoun ^»oon foundi 
out l|er weal^ pari, and ii^nmediately bcgidlTTo work 
upon it, atone of the interviews which he had with 
her, of which he only had five in ali« He proposed a 
scheme for their travelling together into Wales : she 
rallied him upon it; but Ending he pressed the sub* 
ject, turned it off by relating a dream which she had 
bad. . His here observjedi that the dream which had 
been inserted in the different. public papers was as dif* 
fereiit from the original one to any two things possibly, 
could be : her's. being one of th^ mpst cha.sbe au4« il^r 
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aocent nfttoce. Tbs iBierpFetatioA Mr* Milk sakl was 
admirably written^ aad doubtless ^lid great. tie&our to 
the composer of it^ Daring all this tiAie she had not 
seen Lockhart; but hearing he was in town, she testi-* 
$ed a desire to see him. 

On the ICth an extraordinary correspoodence took 
place; Loudoun called upon Mrs. Lee and left three 
letters, two from himself aild one from his brother. 
(After having read Loudoun's letter, Mn Milles said, 
f ^ what trash, what rhapsody «") During this <ime Mrs* 
Lee had no conception that the defendants had any 
idea of pressing either the journey into Wales or any 
otlier expedition. Mr. Mills then proceeded to give 
9ome account of the Gordons* Lockhstct had lived 
two years at Mrs. Westgadh's, Alsop'& Buildit^, 
|few Road, London; Loudoun was but just returned 
from the West Indies. The latter expected to be ar^ 
tested on the 14th of Jannary ; he gave particular 
caution to Mrs. Westgarth not to admit any one to 
him till after twelve at night; when it would be Sun* 
day. Previous to this, he had been arrested for ten 
povnds, which had been discharged by Lord Ports« 
mouth's Solicitor. At this moment Mr. Milles said, 
there are three detainers for debt lodged at the gnot 
against Loudoun Gordon* He then described what 
took place, as afterwatds related by Mrs. Westgarth, 
Mrs. Lee, and her servants, relative to h^r-being car- 
ried off; and took occasion to insist on tb^ shameful 
behaviour ef Lockhart in this instance^- who was a 
dergyman ; for Loudoun, he said, was struck with the 
heinousness of the crime he was going to commit; and 
i^as heard by Mr* Edmonds, the landlord of the Inn* 
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ftt Tetswortfa/ arguing 'upon it with his brother, whai 
told him that if he did not go to bed to Mrs. Lee he 
^'Ould shoot him. Thi# was also an additional proof 
that IxHidoun was not influenced by love for Mrs. 
Lcc; for if he had been, would he have hesitated li 
moment when she was in his power, and when he 
might enjoy hpT' without the leafet fear of interruption 
oi: hindrance ? Instead ofwhich, he could not be com* 
pellt^d to do -it but by the most violent threats. The 
next morning they breakfasted at eleven o^clock ; at 
two Loclthart went away /^-r- Why did he not go be- 
fore? — ^The reason was plain; he would not leave his 
brother till the thing was done. He went from thence 
to London on Monday, when he went to a ball in the 
^evening. At eleven at night he went again to Mrs. 
Lee'ft house, where, oh knocking, and the door being 
opened, he saw a strange face, he immediately asked^ 
<^ Ate you. a peace officer?" He insisted on this as a 
strong proof of a guilty^ conscience, which-interpreted 
every unknown person as an officer of justice. Being 
afterwards taken, and desiiing to speak to Mr. Patkiny 
Mrs. Lee's Solic tor, he told him lie was the only per- 
son to blame, as he had forced his. brother into it^ and 
would certainly haVe shot him if he had not acted as 
he did; he.therefore desired his brother's ntoie might 
be st/uLCk out of the wariiant, : Mr, Parkin of course 
refused to do this. Lockbart wrote the word "Glou- 
cester on a piece of paper,, by which an ^rrangemciU 
ipas.jinadeibr Mrs. Lpe's • recovery s^d for Loudoun'$ 
s^pprebonsion, While at Tetsworth, Mrs. Lee, after 
explaining her situation to Mrs. Edmondsj the land* 
lady> gave her a letter, which she begged might be 
put into the post after §he wusgonCj as she yaSj daring 
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ihe whole time^ in the grebtest agttaldon. The;leUei' 
Was acWressed to her 'maid Davidson, as fbiiowsr 
^' Davidson, — No lAoney, no doaths t— DeAth or 
compliance," — ^This was her last act. From all Mi^ich 
circumstances he concluded she was carried away by 

force, for the lucre of substance, and that tlic force 

..-•■• 

was continued in the county of Oxford. 

; Mr. Mills described Mrs, Lee as seated in the chaise 
between terror and provocation, and concluded a vapid 
and uninteresting speech of two hours and ahalf^ bj 
expressiiibg the greatest confidenpe that suqha shame* 
liil and infamous action would meet with the punish- 
•meut it so richly deserved, and that n. proper exiercis^ 
of justice in this case would be an awful warning to 
€very one, that female innocence would always Bitd 
the strongest protection in the laws of our country." 
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Sarah Westgarth, lives Jtt No. 8, A!sop*s Bildiftgs — 
Lockhart GordoA had lodged three years at her house; 
was sometimes backward in his payments^ had jomed with 
Loudoun In security for ten pounds, for which they had both 
been arrested. Tliis was immediately discharged by a cierk 
of Lord Portsmouth's Solicitor. Lockhart owes her tweotyi 
six pounds for lodgings, besides sixty-four pounds, for which 
he gave her a note not yet become due. Loudoun ordered 
her on Saturday, the 14th of January, not to admit any otie 
to him, as he was afraid of beitig arrestdd. Told her If 
order a chaise and pair to Uxbridge, to' be at' the comer -of 
Bolton Row, Piccadiity, at seven o'clock in the evening, 
'and to put in it a portmanteau, box, -and pair of boot^ of 
^odciiart's; she did so accordingly, and werit'with it to the 
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pur*'; Ac rcaaised ia the dtaite ttll Loodoun cam^ anit 
(eld ber ahe ipight g9 lontA. Lockhart returned to her 
)i«usf> on Moadfty, dieted in the evening for a ball, and 
went out. (C{as)-exainined by Mr. Abbot.) Dues not 
know any thing of the Mr. Gordons family; Lord PurU- 
inoulh often comei to them ; does not know what ball 
LocLhart was gouig toj is in the liabit q( giving him credit 
for his lodgings. 

Janet Davidson lives at No. 4, Bolton Row — Has lived 
Meen months al lady's maid with Mrs. Lee; had lived 
twelve years in Mr. Lee's family; never saw the Gordons 
till the V went to Mrs. Lee's house; saw Loudoon Sxwt in 
cr, tSoj. He only came four or five times; the 
e he. called he taw Mrs. Lee; the second time h« 
lliaevenbg; that time Davidvin was sent to fetcb 
hAVOod's picture^ (Mrs. Lee's broUier) for Mr. Lou- 
irdon to look at; the third time he came at eleven 
It night, he did not see her mistress that night, Mrv 
gone to bed* the family were up; the next time ha 
le gave him a letter from Mrs. Lee ; at\er reading it 
I tossed up hu head, and alked if Mrs. Lee would 
me in the evening; was answered " No," he how- 
ed and was let in. On t!ie ijth he and his brother, 
I only called once before, dined there; they came 
e; very few minutes alter their arrival Went to din- 
dinner was carried back Into the kitchen about six ; 
ints dined upon it ; she went up stairs after her dJn- 
rs. Lee ordered tea and colTee before dinner; aHer 
le beard (he parlour bell ring violently, she ran up 
id her mistress standing In great agitation in the 
room^ in the dark, the appeared in great distress, 
ig and rubbing ber hands, and said, *' They have a 
itrry rae away." Witness said, " Who can diire 
1 out of your own house." Mrs. Lee said, *' They 
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have pistols/* Witness argued wkh her upon if, to convince 
her it was impossible she should be taken by force from her 
house. Mrs; Lee said, ** DonH iay any thing; wateh, but 
don't leave the house/' Saw afterwards Loudoun, who told 
her to send the mmk for a eoaeh; sent him accefdingty. As 
'Soon as he was gone, heard a scufHe, and her mistress aay, 
'^^ I am determtned I wiH not be forced out of my owch 
boui^e.'.' Lockhart said, ^ 1 am desperate.'* Witness rati 
up stairs with the ceok, ^ drawing room door was open; 
found him holding her round the waist, and forcing her 
-downstairs; Loudoun was standing close to him; witness 
put her arms round her fliistre$3 to keep her back, and said, 
^ l^ou shatt not take her out of her house.'* Lockhart took 
«ut a piitol, \and said, *^ Woman, let her go, or I will shoot 
you.*' The pistol was presented to her head; she said» 
'^ Are you a Geirtleman.*^ He said^ ** ft is no matter what 
I am." Siie said, *^ I am going down stairs." He said, 
^^ U you go down stairs i wtil shoot you." Loudoun said, 
before she <|tt>tted Mrs. Lee, ^< Woman, she shall go.** 
The footman wab absent all this time* She let her go, and 
Lockhart laid hold of her gown; she at last got away, and 
ran up stairs iit the dark, intending to open the window and 
«Iarm the street^ but was so frightened she could not; heard 
the street door-shut, and the other maid calling out, ^ She*b 
^one! She's gone!" Rs(n out into the street; the post* 
chaise -door was not shut, shie saw nothing but the door a-jar, 
she exclaimed, "Murder! Fire! Thieves! They have stolen 
my mistross/'' ' The post-chaise set out. The footman re- 
turned ^fiUh a cjiach, which lie leil, and ran after the chaise^ 
iMi|'>?ot*ld^iiot oveitake it. During (he whole time no con« 
sent on herpiart appeared. She did not ajter her dress, 
whieh ^ms a mu4Un gown,- with sroali crape on her head; 
hermiitr«i}s:was a very nervous woman; reads and writes a 
grett dieal;' h^d been very uneasy all the morning of Sunday; 
#aw no pf eparatians whatever for a^y jour;ia;p. Saw Lock* 



.h»rt agii'm>on: Monday nigbt at eU^veii o'c)pck) lie; knocked 
at the door>:.iiod when he saw Ihe footman aoid anptbcf man 
in the pf^isage^ took. QMt ^ pistol, and said» ^^ Are jou a 
peace olHcer? ** Did not hear^.^be answer. .Lockhart then 
jF^n out to hui.hacknej.coacb> a|id caUed from the w\x\doWf 
.'^ it was the witness he wanted to speak to*'* Witness said, 
*^ she wOuId.not speak to bim Mrhil^ he had a pistol in hie 
hafid.** Footmaa and watchmen* tlien cap^ei up; he jumped 
out and jaa avyay* Saw him brought back afteiYvards.b/ 
Bow-street ofhcersi. Received the letter which her m^tresB 
sent.fcom Tetsworth on Tuesday. (Cross-examined by Mr«. 
,i^bbot) . Loudpun had only beea admitted three or four 
jlimes;. he was with her mistress for an bour and an half bf 
bia^lf oqe evening; Mr.:Loadpun GordoA. staid once -a 
considerable time, n^ third person being piicsent i she, was 
not. acquainted wkli Mr^, Lee*s habits of life before. she- en- 
tered into her.secA^ice; Mrs^ Lee went into, her bed-chamber 
on Suaday evemrjg, ^nd came down voluntarily ii^tor.the 
cirawing-rooiD. , Her iqistress wore 9 steel o^klace wi;ih a 
bag of camphor hanging to.it, bad worA.it so9»e.time. 
When Lockhart called he-leA. his card, a^Jher mistress was 
iwt at home. She is melancholy> 9nd h^^ beep so- $qme 
time. Had not gone to church since Wit^esft.lived with be^^ 
(Examined again.) When she saw her mistress . in the 
drawing-room, her eyes rolled very much, seemed very much 
afiected, had never seen ber so much affected before. 

Sarah' Hunt-rSaid, she had lived with. Mrs. Lee.ftfleen 
inonths as- maid of all work; Mrs. Lee lived. very tetiredf 
Inew only a few people, ber society was ssQalL Three 
weeks since she dtd saw Loudoun', onlysa3YWmaiicAbefore 
Sunday the ijtb. Saw Janet Davidson wh^n she. cfuae 
down fr6m the drawing room, oo the eveniogofjtheijtb 
of January, who told her that her mistress, was in.iagreajt 
flight, ,tbat she had^ ofder^. her to- stay in .the bouse aijd 
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watch what was going on. They accordingly went to watch 
in the back parlonr; after listening a quarter of an hour,, 
heard a noise, and the Gordons talking very loud ; heard 
Mrs. Lee s^y to Lockhart Gordon, ** You are determined 
on my ruin," He answered, " I am desperate.** There 
was then a scufRe on the stairs, and she heard her mistress 
say, <^ she would not be forced out of her own house.'^ She 
then went up stairs, and found her on the stairs, and the 
two Gordons pulling her down. Heard . Lockhart say to 
Davidson, *' Woman she shall go.*' Davidson then wanted 
to run down stairs; Lockhart said, *< Woman, if you do, I 
will shoot you." Witness had then hold of one of her mis- 
tress's hands, to prevent her from being carried away* 
Lockhart said, ** If you make any noise, and do not let go 
ybur mistress, I will shoot you.'* She then let go her hand ;^ 
saw Lockhart's pistols presented, and heard him say to hts 
brother, ** Take her out, or I will shoot you." Lockhart 
held her, while Loudoun forced out her mistress. Lockhart 
then let her gb^ went out, and shut the street door afler. 
him ; she immediately ran up stairs to Davidson, calling out 
that her mutress was gone; they then ran out into the street, 
but the chaise was gone, and she only heard the noise of the 
wheels; the hackney-coach then came which the footman 
had been for; he ran after the chaise, bpt not being able to 
overtake it, returned, got into the hackney-coach, and went* 
in it to Bow Street. Heard a double knock at the door on 
Monday night, at eleven o'clock ; when it was opened, saw 
Lockhart Gordon and a hackney-coach in the street; he on 
entering the passage, said, *' Well!" and then seeing a man 
in the passage with the footman, asked him whether he was 
a peace officer, and directly went out again to the coach; 
after getting in he looked oi^t of the window, and said to 
Daviifcop, ^ It is you I want t^tpeak with." She answered, 
^ i wiU aM' speak with you while you have that in your 
hai^d." Witness did not see that hf had any thing in his 
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hand. Said her mistress was very fond of books* t\tvtt 
went out ; and knew very few people. (Cross-examined.) 
When she first came into Mrs. Lee*s serviee, she lived at 
Woodford; during the whole time of her service, her mis- 
tress had been but twice to church; once at Woodford, with 
Lady Wright, and once at Minehead, in travelling. Knew 
that a man of the name of William Roberts once lived with 
her as footman; was sure that in pulling her down stairs 
Loudoun had his arm round her waist. 

William Martin, sworn— Said ^at he was footman to 
Mrs. Lee. On Sunday, January 1 5th, at five o'clock, the 
Gordons came to dine with his mistress; afler dinlier he took 
away, and went into the kitchen ; about an hour after he 
heard a noise in the pariour overhead, as if the chairs were 
moved about, and people were running round the table ; 
the bdl was then rung violently; ran up stairs, but could 
not get into the parlour, because somebody held the handle 
of the lock in the inside ; the door at lenjgtk opened and his 
mistress ran up stairs, to all appearance very much flurried. 
Went into the parlour, and saw Lockhart Gordon put some- 
thing into the inside pocket of his coat: asked if any thing 
was wanted; on being answered, No, returned down stairs; 
the maid then came down, and said her mistress wanted a 
light in the drawing-room; took one up; thought she looked 
very much frightened; met Loudoun on the stairs, going up; 
Lbckhart went up after him'; heard his mistress say, " Lock- ' 
hart Gordon, you are determined on my ruin." Did not 
hear Lockhart answer; the drawing-room door then shut,' 
and soon afler the maid told him to go for a hackney-coach;' 
he accordingly went for one,' and returning with it, heard 
the maid calling out, •* Murder! They have stoleh my mis- 
tress!" Lefl the coach, and ran after a chaise, which 
he saw driving off, as hr as Park Lane, and th^n lost sighlf 
of it; •he then retunied, and went -to Bow Street in the^: 
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hackney-coach, to give Information of )iis knistress be!n^ 
carried off. The night after heard a knock at the door at 
eleven o'clock; went up stairs with a man whom' he had 
procured to sit with him ; saw Lockhart at the door with an 
opera hat on; Lockhart said^ " Well ! '* Witness got behind 
him, and felt something like a pistol in the in^ld^ of his coat; 
Lockhart then said to the man, " Are you i peace-officer?^ 
Witness immediately went for a watchman, and returning 
with him, heard the women crying out, '''Murder!" &c. 
and saw a hackney-coach driving off; he ran up and sfeiz^fl 
the reins of the horses, and told the coachman that he would 
knock him off his box if he did not stop. The watchman a^ 
length succeeded in stopping the coach;- Lockhart <fhen 
jumped out with a pistol in each hand, and said, *' I \^ilL 
shoot you." While he stooped to avoid the pistol, Lockhart 
ran away. They pursued him, and overtook him in Clargeft 
Street; he had a pistol in each hand, and said he would 
shoot the first rascal that offered to seize hiin. They hoWr 
€ver took him, and afterwards delivered him to Miller the 
Bow street officer, who happened to meet them. (Cross* 
examined.) Once when Loudoun called, he said his mis* 
tress was not at home; when she heard his voice she asked 
him up. Has called in all about «ight or nine times; statd 
generally alone with her, and remained a considerable timey 
two hours or more ; has heard the name of John and 
William Roberts mentioned, but does not know where J<Ali 
Roberts now Hves; has heard Mrs. Lee had a fbotman of tho 
came of Roberts; Loudoun one evening brought three let^ 
lers for Mrs. Lee; took one letter from his iQtstress to tw^ 
douQ on the ist of January; he called one evening and 
brought three letters, he delivered them te Mrs. Lee; Lou% 
doun staid in the parlour, and was afterwards 9he>yed into 
the df awing-room ; . Mrs. Lee seldom eats supper, and jil 
;did not wait for Mrs. Lee that evening; he staid about two 
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hours, might stay tilt ten ; he never refused Mrs. Lee to 
Loudoun, who called seven, eight, or nine times upon his 
mistress. 

George Hunt, sworn — Said he was a postboy, in High 
Street, Mary-le-bone ; Mrs. Westgarth ordered a chaise to 
be brought to Allsop*s Buildings; he drove one there, and 
.took her to the end of Bolton Place, at about seven o'clock.; 
she told him to wait till the gentlemen came, and also 
watted there herself. In half an hour one of tlie gentlemen 
came, and called to him to move across the street immedt* 
Btely, and wait there; Mrs. Westgarth went home; in a 
quarter of an hoiur aflerwards a gentleman and lady came 
.towards him; the chaise door was open; he thought the 
lady was laughing; they came up to the chaise; she got in, 
and he afler her ; another gentleman then came, got in, and 
«lnit the door; ordered him to drive to Uxbridge as fast as 
possible; and told him to drive on as fast as he could or he 
^ould shoot him. Witness paid turnpikes ; did not observe 
that the lady made any resistance; he drove to Uxbridge in 
an hour and an half; feceived half-a-guinea for himself from 
one of the gentlemen, who went into the house while (he 
diaise was changing ; did not hear ^ny screaming when he 
set off from. Bolton-street ; did not assist in changing the 
luggage at Uxbridge ; the Uxbridge chaise drew up along* 
side of the other ; did not see the company go from one 
chaise into the other. (Cross-examined.) The lady came 
walking along the street, with the gentleman ; the lady was 
laughing; he saw the gentleman hand the lady into the post* 
chaise; he was looking that way; another gentleman came 
a lew minutes aflerwards; the lady appeared to come very 
willingly ; there was nothing that induced him to suppose 
that the lady was carried off by force. There were four 
Bien about the poit chaise at one time at Uxbridge; the ladjf 
did net jwk foi iiissistance; Lockhart was in the inn at that 
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time. Sbe might h»ve had assistance at Uxbridge; the 
waiter was ordered to take some porter to the post-chaise, 
of which the lady partook. He said the geotleman gave 
him balf-a-guinea, it was very good^ pay, and what the 
gentleman chose to give him. He said that gentlemen often 
said to him, *^ Drive on or I wiU shoot you/' 

Thomas Gamby sworn — Said he was a post-boy at Ux- 
bridge; did not see how the company got from one chaise to 
the other; drove them to Wycombe; heard one of the gen- 
tlemen ask the lady whether she would stop at Wycombe, 
or goon to Tets worth; she answered she did not care; one 
of the gentlemen got out and paid him; they staid at Wy- 
combe about 20 minutes. 

Joseph Powell sworn— Said he was a post-boy' at Wy* 
combe; drove two gentlemen and a lady to Tetsworth, 
where they got out, carried the luggage into the room where 
they were, took in two pistols and some other things; one 
gentleman and the lady we^e standing by the fire; they 
went through the kitchen that she might not wet her feet. 
(Cross examined.) While at Tetsworth, the Worcester 
coach and the Mail were in the yard; he saw two passengers 
of the Worcester coach standing in the yard of the innv 
(Examined again.) One of the gentlemen found fault with 
him for not driving faster; he answered, he must have drove 
him in twoT hours at farthest, or he wottld not have be^t the 
Mail. 

Rachel Fanny Antonina Lee sworn— Said she' was mar- 
ried to Mr. Lee, at Haddington, in Scotland, in z 794, and 
was not re-married in England; was not then of age; Mr. 
Lee was confined in the Fleet by the Chancellor, for havin|^ 
ran away with her; they were separated in a year aq4 b|1 
half, and have lived separate ever since; since that ttmeh^ 
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fctan in the receipt of 1200I. per annaniT Kparate income* 
Mitirely at ker own diipotal; wa* 7 years old when her 
father Lord ha Despencer died; went at 14 years of agelo 
Mrs. Gordon'), 'at £eniington; her situation, in point of- 
fortune, was known there; she staid there almost a year; 
Lockhart and Loudoun Gordon were there in tKe holydaysj 
she saw them often, but had never seen either of them since 
J79P, or been at all acquainted, with th^ir circumstances 
tilt December 1803; at that time she heard Loudoun wa« 
in town fiom her apothecary, Mr. Black ett, andthathehad 
enquired after her; she understood he was juit returned 
from the West Indies, and wished to send her some present) 
she s^id "she should be happiy (o see hira ;" Loudoun ac- 
cordingly called ; he staid with her between an bour and two 
the first visit; the subject of -their conversation was, the 
deaHi of bis ^ister; he came again some days aHer, and in 
qll he callpd four limes by himsdf, and once with his bro< 
Iher; he staid sometimes two hours with her; she always 
read and wrote a great deal; Ihfir conveisation pflao turned 
upon books; on the second interview Mrs. Lee warned 
Loudoun agaipst a)iy particular attachment to her, sli« 
tl|ougl)t it likely as be was young; he replied, tltat "his 
bappiness was in ber hands;" Is turn the con versa tton, she 
related to him a drefira, after this she read him two inter-t 
yretatjops of the dream, which were both political; he re- 
jjoested tp take it home; he did so, he seat an interpre- 
Ution to it; she has destroyed it; she saw him twice aAet 
.the dream; once when he called she ran down stairs and 
told )iini she could not see him then, having somebody with 
h^r;. remembers sending bim a note, in which she said that 
ihe supposed bis intonication was the cause of his calling b^ 
late; at the third interview, he pr<^osed to her to take e 
totfr with him ipto Wales; she talked about it, reasoned 
ttgainst it, and at last refused it; never agreed t« any tip* 
ofgoi^ off with him; never h^ard of soy yr^arqtMiis (of 
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the journey, nor eter consent to it- rcsceived two letters 
on the 1 2th of January, the. profMosttion mentioned in thd 
one from Loudoun, rdafted to the journey into Wii|es> 
(The letter was here produced, and she identified it.) Sbe 
had told him to abs^ent himself from her for some days pre- 
viously to her receiving Loudoun's letter of 12th January. 
The following letter was read ; 

January 12, i%0J^ 

MY DEAREST MADAM^ 

If you assent to my proposition, I shall gain din in» 
exhaustible source of felicity; you will lose the pity of the 
ignorant and the prejudiced. .' The prot^tion thai I hkve 
to offer to you, Madam, is the strength of body and rarnd, 
the courage and the life of sf man, not uniffed to danger/ 
My age. Madam, has been matured by adversity, the only 
school of true philosophy; my situation, though it is not 
what I could wish, nor wbftt my educaHon and birth might 
have led me. to 'expect, is rendered less irksome, by the pos- 
session and enjoyment of that inestimable treasure; mens 
conscia recti, which can neither be purchased nor stolen. 
X have consulted my heart, and would have plucked it ovit 
had ii dared to think you less than the most perfect of human 
beings. I hav« consuHod my reason in a low, but clear 
voice, it whispered praise. Pleasure, name it not my 
heart, for I bi^ve found no traces of you imprinted there. 
If the union of congenial souls can be rendered more com^- 
plete by the uniop of their bodies, obey Madam the first 
mandate, of Gqd and of nature, or tremble at jhe thoughts 
of your disobedience. The world, Madam, is unworthy of 
you; the fal^ opinion which it will probably form with re» 
gard to your conduct, will never be able to shake your con- 
stancy or fortitude. In obedience to your commands I have 
communicated yonr letter to my brotiier; he respects, he 
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admires you, and be tays that he will protect you at iht 
hazard of his life and fortunes. I can feel, though I cannot 
express what I am to' you, more than that I amf 

\ • • ' 

My dearest Madam, 

Vour sincere and affectionate 

L. H.Go&DOK. 

Mrs. l.ee said that Loudoun's letter was in answer to one 
which she had written to him ; she only remembered one 
sentence of her own I^ter. 

Lockhart's letter . was then produced, but i^ot identified; 
the. man-servant brought them up; she received them botli 
at the same time; does not recollect seeing Loudoun Gor- 
don on Friday, nor that the footman brought up any letter 
but a notetn answer to the invitation to dinner she had sent 
them. The following letter was then read : 

January 12, 1804. 

MT DEAR MADAM, 

I consent with ali my heart to every thought, 
word, and expression contained in Loudoun's answer to 
your letter, which you did me the honour to desire, him to 
communicate to me. If Loudoun deceives you Mrs. Lee, 
I will certainly blow his brains out, and then we shall both 
be eternally damned as we shall most richly deserve. Strong 
feelings burst the fetters of ceremony, and express them* 
selves in the untutored language of nature* Mi^. Lee will 
find in Lockhart Gordon a friend who has a head to con- 
ceive, a heart to feel, and a ha^d to execute whatever may 
conduce to Mrs. Lee's happiness. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

L. GORDOK* 
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Does not remember that LoHidoun called on her on the 
evening of January Ih? isth. During Loudoun's visit on the 
12th, she invited him and his brother to dinner on Sunday 
the ijth; l>egged Loudoun that Lockhart and himself would 
come to her as friends ; the invitation was after she had re- 
ceived the two letters; she said she. would talk about 
Loudoun's plan with Lockhart and himself on Sunday; did 
not see either of them between the X2th and 15th of January, 
nor had any communication with them: on the ijtb they 
came to dine with her; before dinner she said to, Lockhart, 
^ What do you think of this extraordinary plan your brother 
has proposed?" Lockhart answered, ** If you love Loudoun, 
and Loudoun loves you, it will conduce to the happiness <{f 
both.'.' She said, *^ have you reflected upon tlie conse- 
quences of the measure?" he answered, **' Mrs. Lee, yoa 
will gain two friends; have you a friend that would shed 
his blood for you?" she said, ** No, I have friends to lose;" 
nothing about leaving London was then said. They went 
down to dinner, and the conversation turned on various 
subjects. Nothing led her to suspect, nor had she ever any 
idea that any journey was intended. Afler dinner Lock- 
hart said to Loudoun, ^^ you have a present for Mrs. Lee;'* 
Lockhart said, *^ Come and fetch it;" Loudoun went to 
him, and took the ring, which he tried to put on her finger, 
but which she resisted, and it was laid on the table; soon 
afler Lockhart said, ^^ It is near seven o'clock, and the 
chaise will bte here at seven;" she said, ^* What chaise? 
Lockhart answered, ^* You roust go with Loudoun to-night: 
she treated it as a joke, and joked upon it; does not know 
how long it was before she went up stairs; when she did, 
Lockhart opposed her; he then produced a pistol; she was 
panic struck; did not ring the bell in the parlour; did not 
see her man-servant when he came into the dining-room, 
after Lockhart had shewed the pistol; Lockhart told Loudoun 
to go and see if the chaise was ready, he went; she went 
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vp staifstohef room ; lawiier maid Davidson, android Irer 
tkere wa» a plan to take ker out of her house; Davidson 
^id^ ^ How can they take yoa out of your own house ?'' 
she said, ** they have pistols.'* She then went down stain 
to the dniwin^room; Loudoun came in and was alone 
with her tn the dravVing-roora ; Loudoun asked her to go, 
and said the post chaise was ready; she said she could not 
go; Lockhaft soon came up, and said, ** Do not standthertf, 
I am determined you shall go," taking her at the same time 
iiy the itrm; she said, ^* she would not go out of the house;*' 
ht said, ^^ I am despetate." Mrs. Lee recollects Davidson 
coming up and attempting to part Lockhart from her; 
a scuffle ensued; she cannot speak as to the pointing of the 
pctoh^ was not absolutely stnpt€ed ; she does not remember 
the other servant coming up with Davidson; heard Lock^ 
hart say, ^* Bring her down, or I will shoot you;" be was 
then on the middle of the stairs, and she at the top; she 
went down with Loudoun; when she got into the passage, 
saw Lockhart pointing at the other maid with a pistol; they 
then got Ker* out into the street, where sfie saw a ehaise; 
Ikad no idea beforehand of the chaise being. prepared'; doc^s 
not remember in what relative situations she was in, in her 
way td the chaise, with regard to Lockhart or Loudonn, 
and cannot say how slie got in, having such a vague idea 
about it; remembers perfectfy saying in the chaise, that she 
was in a state of stupefaction; she spoke principally to LocR- 
hart, to induce him to let her return; she begged to have ft 
chaise to return; Lockhart said, it was impossible; did, net 
gel out of the chaise, except when she got from one chaise 
'to the other; remembers that Lockhart said something about 
the ling, and that Loudoun put it on her finger; she remem- 
bers being left in the room at Tetswbrth with Lockhart; re- 
monstrated with fiim ; and said, she thooght it was one of the 
most infernal measures that ever was taken, and a breach of 
bospitafit^ to take her out of her own bouse; she again 
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Ibegged to have a chaise, which he refused; the maid asked 

-when she should be tn bed, and when she should light the 

gentleman up; she said in. about ten minutes; she was ap^ 

prehensive that a serious scuffle might ensue^ in which live* 

might be lost, if she did not comply; whatever might hav« 

passed in the chaise implying assent, and notwithstanding sho 

was in her senses when they sat down to supper, had she^ 

had the perfect exercise of her mind, she should have been 

more inclined to have ordered a post-chaise than to have gon^ 

to bed; had her affection for Loudoun been ever so violent,' 

under such circumstances she would not have wished to have 

indulged it ; she was quite a stranger in Tetsworth^ ttnd kneW 

nobody to apply to; Loudoun staid all night with her, atuf 

she did not deny that she submitted to his embraces; they 

got up at half-past eleven ; the maid came to their room hi 

the morning, dnd took her gown to be washed, as she hadf 

no change of cloaths; went down to breakfast, and saw 

Lockhart; her mind wis confused, she does not recollect 

Lockhart*s going «way from Tetsworth; saw Mrs. Edmonds,- 

Ihe landlady ^f the inn, after Lockhart had gone away; 

there was no acquaintance between them; communicated 

her situatien to her, and entrusted her with a letter for her 

maid Davidson; in Uie chaise remembers hearing Lockhart 

say, he wished to be in town the next evening to a balL 

Mrs. Lee, did that intercourse which usually takes pla^e 
between tnan and wife, take place between Loudoun and 
you at Tetswor^ ? 



It did. 



v 



(Cross examined by Mr. Abbot.) Knew that the late 
Lord Portsmouth was Mrs. Gordon's brother; Mr. Gordon 
was dead, he was brother to Lord Aboyne; Lockhart and 
jLoudoun used to come home for the holidays, when an ac^ 
j^uaintance commenced between them. 
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The ring was put oh her finger during th<^ journey to 
Tetsworth, by Loudoun ; she does not recollect that Loudoiui 
mistook the hand, nor rallying him fbr having done so ; she 
canngl say that it did not pass* The ring fii-st occurred to 
ber about a fortnight or three weeks ago; her servant, 
Davidson, told her that she (Mrs. Lee) had just taken off a 
strange rlngi she could not recollect saying ^* in compliance 
with the custom of the world I consent to wear .this ring^'* 
she could not say it did not pass^ she recolleeted that Lockhart 
wished to return to Town,, to go to a ball, that he might 
Bot be suspected to be concerned in the elopement ; she 
thought it a very villainous thmg, because it would make it 
appear that she had gone away with Loudoun ; that appear- 
ed to-be his motive. She did not bear what family he was 
to meet at the ball; did not consent to his returning to Lon^^ 
doQ. Mrs. Lee knew before Sunday night that Lockhart 
was about some arrangement relative to a living; he satd it 
would be to his interest to return to town, that ho might 
appear at the ball and consolidate his interest; he said 
** that she ought to consider his prospects would be destroy -»- 
ed if she did not consent to his return, to town;*' she replied 
''^•that he had destroyed her prospects." She considered 
JLockhart as the person who had led to the whole of the 
affair; he alone made use of any violent expression; be 
aione had expressed the determination that she should leave 
Iter house; Loudoun was as much subservient to Lockhsart 
as she herself. Mrs. Lee said that she had her steel neck- 
lace on when site left her house on Sunday night, that she 
threw it out of the p€»t-chaise window; she could not say 
whether it was before she arrived at Uxbridge or not; she 
said ^^ that was her charm against pleasure,'' when she 
threw it out of the window; at that moment she gave 
Iterself up, she aflerwards expostulated ; a bag of camphor 
bung to the necklace; the word charm alluded to one of the 
topposed properties of that medicine; she used it as a se^a- 



■sfS^ 



V 



live, it is supposed to calm the passjons, particu1arlj( that 
passion which subsbt.s between one sex and the other. She 
did not recollect desiring the post-chaise might be drawn 
up close to the other at Uxbridge; she could not say^t was 
not so; she^ recollected Lockhart leaving the post-chaise at 
Uxbridge^ but did not recollect that s.he drank porter there. 
She recollected Lockhart talking something about his heaithi 
some enquiries were made about Loudoun's health; the 
enquiries were made by herself. Mrs. Lee was satisfied 
that Loudoun's health was unimpaired; this was in the 
course of the journey to Tetsworth; Mrs. Lee might, she 
said, have enquired in the post-chaise on Sunday night, hovr 
long it had been since Loudoun had connected himself with 

a woman ; she recollected that Lockhart said Loudoun had 

'I 

not been out at night. Mrs. Lee sent advice to both brothers 
during. their confinement in Newgate, to abstain from a 
connection with the sex which might be most prejudicial 
to them. That advice was not sent to Loudoun in particu* 
lar. Mrs. Lee might have desired in the post-chaise that 
. the sheets should be well aired at Tetsworth. Mrs. Lee 
^ said she eat a good supper at Tetsworth, that the conversa- 

tion was about Hieroglyphicks and Grecian Architecti^re; 
from the whole of the conversation her conduct certainly 
was such as to induce Loudoun to suppose he might come 

to bed to her. She first heard Loudoun's return from the 

> , * • 

West Indies of Mr. Blackett, who, Mrs. Lee said was a 
very reispectable apothecary, and had attended her for 
thirteen or fourteen years; she told Mr. Blackett to tell 
I^udoun that she should be very glad to see Ivim. His first 
visit was upon the t4lh of December; Mrs. Lee recollected 
that Loudoun saluted her that day, and that he was in the 
habit of saluting her when he called, but Mrs. Lee said 
that no further familiarities passed between them; remem- 
bered appointing a day for Loudoun to come to her again 
•H hi:s first visit ; she recollected receiving a note from hi® 
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for not coming upbn the day she had fixed upon, Reraem- 
bered desiring Loudoun to tell his brother that he need not 
be aCrald to call upon her, although he was a clergyman, 
because her religions opinions were sceptical, she never 
denied that her opinion; were sceptical; she bad not attend- 
ed places of divine worship for some years; Mrs. Lee said 
that the doctrines which are preached therfe did not accord 
with ber's, and added, that she did not believe in Christian- 
ity. 

Ai soon as Mrs. Lee had said that " she did not believe 
in Christianity;" Mr. Abbot, whose abilities during Mrs, 
Lee's cross examination and that ofother unwilhng witnesses, 
bad been very conspicuous, discontinued his questions. 

A conference between the judge and the counsel on the 
part of the prosecution then took- place for some minntes; 
xflerwards the counsel on both sides conferred together, and 
Mrs. Lee was given la understand by them, that there was 
no farther occasion for her evidence. Mr. Justice Lawrence 
desired Mr. Anthony Parkin to protect Mrs. Lee out of 
court; after some hesitation Mr. Pjrkin exhibited himself 
npon the council table, which he had to cross in order to 
overtake Mrs. Lee. Mr. Edmonds, master of the Inn at 
Tetsworlh, was called to the the bar, in order probatly to 
Cover Mrs. Lee's retreat. 

Mr. Justice Lawrence said to the jury " it did not appear 
that any farce had been used to bring Mrs. Lee into the 
rounty of Oxford, -and observed to them that Mrs. Lee 
might have had assistance at the different lumpik.cs through 
which she passed on the road to Tetsworth, as well as at 
the inns where the horses were changed ; you must therefore 
acauit the prisoners." The jury immediately pronounced 
:s "not guilty." 
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Mr. Justice Lawrence addressing himself to the prisoner! 
•aid " their acquittal was no cause of triumph ta them, ai 
their conduct had been disgraceful." 

Mr. Abbot exacted a promise from Lockhart, just be&re 
the Judge made his observations upon their conduct that he 
would not speak, which promise was the cause of hie 

A gentleman behind thebar wished Lockhart joy; he said 
"1 thank you Sir, and am only sorry that I have not had an- 
opportunity of clearing my character from the aspersioM 
which have been thrown upon it." Some noblemen and 
several gentlemen kindly and voluntarily appeared in court 
to give their evidence in favour of the prisouecs. 
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